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Nursing Students' Knowledge and Attitudes Regarding

Pain Management

Nusara Prasertsri Ph.D, RN*  Wilairak Teeyapan M.Ed, RN*
Apiradee Charenukul MSN, RN* Maneerat Jirubapa M.Sc, RN*

Abstract

Effective pain management requires accurate knowledge, attitudes, and skills. However, little
is known about knowledge and attitudes of nursing student's regarding pain management. The purpose
of this study was to describe information about the knowledge and attitudes of nursing students'
regarding pain management. The sample consisted of 418 nursing students who enrolled in nursing
educational program in Borronmarajonani College of Nursing, Sunpasithiprasong. The Nurses'
Knowledge and Attitudes Survey Regarding Pain Thai version (KASRP-T) was used to measure the
nursing students' pain management knowledge and attitudes. The reliability of KASRP-T was 0.74.
Data were analyzed by using descriptive statistics. The correct response with rates ranging was from
2.6 % to 90.9 % for each survey question. Among the 40 pain knowledge and attitude questions
assessed, the mean number of correctly answered questions was 18.03 (SD ? 3.0) with a range of 11 to
26 items correctly answered. The practical standard score of Knowledge and Attitudes Survey
Regarding Pain Management was accepted at 80 percent or higher than that (corrected answers 32
from 40).These findings support the concern of inadequate knowledge and attitudes in relation to pain
management. The basic and continuing education in pain management programs integrating classroom

lecture and clinical practice might improve knowledge level of nursing about pain management.

Keywords . Knowledge and Attitude, Pain management, Nursing Student
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