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Abstract

This study was designed to explore the nursing student reviewing process for taking the
nursing comprehensive and the licensing exam. Focus groups were used to obtain student’s
opinions and experiences regarding their reviewing processes. Nine baccalaureate nursing
students of the Faculty of Nursing, Prince of Songkla University who passed the first round of
comprehensive exam were selected to be research participation volunteers. Data were collected
between November and January, 2009, and then analyzed using Content analysis.

The study found that, during the reviewing process, the participants adopted several ways
to review their lessons. The means were seeking for the information relevant to the previous
examination from former students, planning and setting a schedule for the test preparation,
reading before and after tutorial sections, preparing themselves individually by reading and tests
practicing. They started the test preparing during the first semester break and began their intensive
reading by the last two months before the examination. During weekdays, the participants spent 2
to 6 hours per day and started reading at 8§ pm. For weekends, they spent the whole day reading.
The participants applied several different ways of reading including, regular reading, one-off
intensive reading, reading twice in which the first reading aiming at getting a big picture and the
second aiming at getting in-depth understanding, taking note together with intensive reading,
beginning reading with the most complicated subject, reading every topic focusing on the main
important contents, and the contents that the tutor emphasized. Furthermore, they reviewed
various documents including the worksheets, notes, and tests examples written by both

participants’ teachers and others.
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The factors facilitating the reviewing process were goal setting and rewarding, tutoring
conference during field practice and friend’s suggestion and guidance. The factors hindering the
reviewing process were laziness, tension from reading, feeling of tiredness after clinical practice,
distracted both by friends and by noisy environment. Overall suggestion for the reviewing process
was that the students should focus on the content while attending lectures in their classrooms and
reviewing what they have learned as well as constantly assessing and re-evaluating their
knowledge when the examination is approaching. Furthermore, the lecturers should formulate an
exam preparation summary, as well as organize some tests and quizzes during the reviewing
process. Lastly, the participants strongly recommended that they should be free from other

activities for 2 weeks prior to the examination.

Keywords: Reviewing process, Nursing Comprehensive Exam, Nursing License Exam
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