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ABSTRACT

English is essential for the nursing profession. However, a majority of Thai nurses still
have low English competency. This quasi experimental research study with a One Group
Pre-Posttest design was conducted to investigate effects of integrating academic service project
into English course for nursing students. The sample was composed of 68 sophomore students
who enrolled in English 2 course in Academic Year 2552. A project based approach was integrated
into an academic project to provide students with opportunities to practice their English in a real
situation. Learning achievement, English competency and satisfactions were assessed. The
research results were summarized as follows:

1. Students’ learning achievement was good with a high mean of the percentage of the
overall scores.

2. Students’ scores for English competency as perceived by the students were low before
attending the course ( =2.16, SD =0.52) and moderate after the course (  =2.64, SD=0.55).
The scores as perceived by the instructors were moderate for both before and after the course
( =2.60,SD=0.33and =3.01,SD=0.26, respectively).

3. A comparative statistic of paired t-test showed significant differences in the scores of
students’ competency before and after attending the course with higher posttest than pretest
scores for overall, all categories and all items (p<.001).

4. Mean scores of satisfaction were high for overall and all individual categories, namely
Contents, Learning Activities, and Evaluation (  =3.55,SD=0.51, =3.52,SD=0.40, and

=3.73,SD=0.57 respectively)
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in English and other subjects.

Keywords :

learning English

From the research findings, it can be seen that a participatory learning approach with
integration of an academic service project could enhance students’ learning achievement, English

competency, and satisfaction. Therefore, this method of learning should be improved and applied

Teaching English for nursing students, integrating academic service project into

English course for nursing students, English competency, students’ satisfaction in
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