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ABSTRACT

Ventilator Associated Pneumonia (VAP) is the most common complication found in
patients who are on ventilators. The purposes of this survey study were to 1) investigate nursing
care behaviors of nursing students in preventing VAP and 2) compare the nursing care behaviors
in preventing VAP of the sample who had differences in grade point average (GPA) and practice
settings. The sample was composed of 56 nursing students who were practicing in the Nursing
Care for People with Health Problem III Practicum course and had experiences of taking care of
patients who were on mechanical ventilator. Research instruments included demographic data
form, health care behaviors in preventing VAP questionnaire with a report of alpha = 0.79 for
reliability. The latter was a Likert scale measuring nursing care behaviors (1 =Never, 3 = All the
times) in 5 nursing activities. They were 1) oral care, 2) turning and changing position, 3) nasogastric
(NG) feeding, 4) suction to clear airway, and 5) care for ventilators. Data were collected during
June and July, 2009 and analyzed using descriptive statistics (f, mean, S.D., %). ANOVA were

used to compare nursing care behaviors in preventing VAP. The findings revealed that overall
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for the practice setting.

nursing care behaviors in preventing VAP was at an excellent level (x =2.77 9n0.15). The sample
reported the health care behavior score in an excellent level in all five nursing procedures including
1) suction procedure (x = 2.85 0.14), 2) NG feeding procedure (x = 2.74 0.19), 3) care for
ventilators ( x =2.72 90.35),4) turning and changing position procedure ( yx =2.68 90.31), and 5)
oral care procedure ( x =2.63 0.29); respectively. There were no statistical differences of nursing
care behaviors in preventing VAP of the sample who had differences in GPA, and practice settings
(p>.05). The study suggests that teaching focusing on preventing VAP should be carried on in
order to maintain a standard of excellence in nursing care. In addition, no matter how different
students’ GPA is, close mentoring remains important in facilitating students’ learning that

eventually affects their care behaviors. Intensive Care Unit (ICU) may not be necessary as a choice
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