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Ethical Behavior of Nursing Students at
Boromarajonani College of Nursing Nakhonratchasima

Suchada Klaimanee MN.S.* Tussanee Tipsuegnern MN.S.*

Kanungnit Pongsuwan BN.S. *

Abstract

This descriptive research aimed at investigating the ethical behavior of nursing students at
Boromarajonani College of Nursing, Nakhonratchasima. One hundred sixty seven bachalor nursing
students in Academic Years, Boromarajonani College of Nursing Nakhonratchasima, from Ist,
2nd3rd and 4th year, were recruited by a randomize sampling technique during the period of June
to August 2008. Data were gathered by using a questionnaire developed by researchers. The
questionnaire comprised nine aspects : 1) fidelity, 2) compassion, 3) discipline, 4) responsibility,
5) politeness, 6) personal respectfulness, 7) patience, 8) unity, and 9) sacrifice. The criteria for
ethical behaviors in the nursing profession were developed based on the Kohlberg's stage of
moral development. Data were analyzed by descriptive statistics, Spearman correlation and content
analysis.

The results showed that scores for overall moral behavior were in Step 5, score was
5.01 points., Score of the students in Years 1, 2, 3, and 4 were 5.03, 5.03, 4.99 and 5.04 points,
respectively, from the aspect of ethical behavior. For the eight components 1) fidelity, 2)
compassion, 3) discipline, 4) responsibility, 5) politeness, 7) patience, 8) unity, and 9) sacrifice,
in Step 5 there are the scores of 5.46, 5.02, 4.65, 4.62, 5.30, 4.73, 4.92 and 4.88 points, respectively,
in respect for the privacy of others. In step 6, universal ethical principle orientation the scores were
5.55 points  for the attributes of responsibility and discipline. Of students in year 1, 2, 3, and 4, the
scores were low (4.65, 4.54, 4.59, 4.75, and 4.71, 4.82, 4.51, 4.71 points, respectively). The nursing
student scores of personal respectfulness were high compared to the others 5.14, 5.69, 5.53 and 5.77,
respectively.

The relationship between students in Years 1,2,3, 4 and ethical behavior of nursing students
was low. (Spearman's tho =.316, P value = .684)

The results of this study reflect the ethical behavior of nursing students at
Borommarajajonani College of Nursing, Nakhonratchasima, developing students ethical behavior
in all aspects at a higher level to prepare for the nursing profession. Virtue and ethics, upon
graduate, prevent and reduce complaints at the hospital. Furthermore, virtue and ethics resulting

in good quality of life both among patients and the Thai society.

Keywords : Ethical Behavior, Nursing Student
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