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Effects of the Student’s Clinical Practice Potential Development
Program on Critical Thinking and Emotional Quotient Among
the Third Year Nursing Students, Faculty of Nursing,
Chiang Mai University

Sudarat Chaiarj Ph.D. (Nursing)* Tipaporn Wonghongkul Ph.D. (Nursing)***
Chomphoonut Srirat M.S.N. (Adult Nursing)* Totsaporn Khampolsiri Ph.D. (Nursing)*
Warunee Fongkaew Ph.D. (Nursing)***

Taweeluk Vannarit DSN. (Educator of Nursing) **

Abstract

In order to improve clinical practice achievements, it is important to enhance the students to have a critical
thinking and emotional quotient. Critical thinking is a cognitive process enhancing appropriate a clinical nursing
practice while emotional quotient enhances the decision making ability in dynamic situations. They help to prepare
for learning and facilitate the educational achievements for the students.

This one group pre and post test quasi-experimental design aims to study the effect of clinical practice
potential development program on critical thinking and emotional quotients. The sample was 51 third year nursing
students, Faculty of Nursing, Chiang Mai University. The program included life skill at the beginning of the course
and problem based learning throughout 6 weeks of the course. Data were collected by using Demographic Data
Questionnaire, critical thinking was evaluated by scoring on concept map and emotional quotient was evaluated by
the Emotional Quotient Questionnaire of Department of Mental Health.

The results showed that after enrolled in the program, critical thinking score that was evaluated by
comparing the score of concept map in the last week to concept map in the first week, the mean score of the last
concept map had higher than those of the first concept map at the p <.05. For emotional quotients, the mean score
of emotional quotients in virtue dimension was significantly higher that those before implementing the program at
the p < .01, while the mean scores of competence dimension and happiness dimension were not significantly
different between at the end and before implementing the program.

Using the Student’s Clinical Practice Potential Development Program by implementing life skill and
problem based learning is a useful method in order to enhance critical thinking and emotional quotient of

the students.

Keywords: life skill problem based learning critical thinking emotional quotient nursing students
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