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Outcome and Impact to Students and Families of the Professional
Nurse Graduate Increment Project as Solution for Problems in
the Southern Provinces.

Salika Medhanavyn Ph.D.* Vipa Danthamronggoon M.Ed. **
Benjaporn Ruchatarom Dr.P.H.* Supattra Thammawomg D.P.H. *
Alisa Sirivejsoonthorn M.P.A.,M.A *

Abstract

This cross-sectional descriptive research employed mixed methods to study the outcomes and
impacts of the Professional Nurse Graduate Increment Project operation. The population in quantitative
study were from 2 groups: the Professional Nurse Graduate Increment Project and the local quota program
of nursing students and family from the same nursing college. The first group had 2,775 nursing students
and 1,762 family members (parents), the second group had 2,051 regular nursing students from the 25
participating nursing colleges, 1,688 nursing college lecturers and other 1,042 college personnel nearby the
colleges. The sample in qualitative study were 50 nursing college lecturers and executives from the random
sampling 10 nursing colleges. The research findings revealed that.

For the policy goal impact, most sample members perceived that the project solved the national
violence problems for the southern region especially the shortage of staff in the health service and strongly
agreed with this project. Most of the sample also believed that this project which government investment
was worthy at high and very high level.

For the socio-cultural and welfare impact, most sample members perceived that the nursing
colleges treated the southern and regular nursing students differently. The southern students got more
privileges. The 60% of respondents perceived that the regular students looked down on students from the
South. On the issue that nursing college lectures lacked an understanding of the culture and traditions of the
Thai Muslims, this feeling subsided when time passed.

For the learning impact, the students and college lecturers believed at the first semester that the
project greatly put a heavy burden on the college lecturers. On the following year, they felt the burden
decreased. About 60% of the students in the project had quite severe learning difficulty, the degree of

which was similar among the nursing colleges.

* Praboromarajchanok Institute for Health Workforce Development, Ministry of Public Health
** College of Public Health Sciences, Chulalongkorn University
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For the attitude of nursing profession and expectation, most sample members viewed as the
correct decision that they chosen to study nursing. The three reasons to join the project were secure
employment, an opportunity to take care of family members and community, and a pave way to become
government officials. They expected to come back to work at their home districts after graduation and
believed that they education was standard quality.

The community impact, after BE 2551, it was reported that the local unrest in attacks on
personnel of health service and government buildings was cut in half. Almost half of the people in the
community were satisfied with the government policy for a solution to the southern unrest at a high level.
Only a small number reported on violent impact

Suggestions and considerations for the future, for some people in the southern communities who
opposed the project and believed that the students were on government side, the government should
demonstrate sincerity by creating trust. This trust should have come from the government's determination

to improve the quality of life for the southern people.

Keywords : The Professional Nurse Graduate Increment Project, Solution for Problems in the Southern

Provinces ,Teaching and Learning for Nursing
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