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ABSTRACT

This research is a mixed method study. It aimed to develop nursing competencies
for older person integrative care. The study consisted of three steps including: 1) exploring
situations and factors related to nurses’ competencies for older persons integrative care,
2) identifying nursing competencies for older persons integrative care, and 3) analyzing
factors relating nursing competencies for older persons integrative care. The sample of
study consisted of forty older persons, twenty physicians and registered nurses worked
at general hospitals, and forty the directors of health promotion hospitals and
the registered nurses, Data were collected using interview, focus group. Nursing compe-
tencies were validated using seven expert panel for content analysis, and a factor
analysis was employed.

Findings revealed four nursing competencies for elderly (older persons) integrative
care including: 1) promoting participation of family, community, and other networks in
developing community health care system. This competency involves nine sub-competencies.
The competency that weighted highest among them was promoting the use of community
wisdom to drive community health system. 2) Utilizing information technology and
creating innovation for rehabilitation. This competency involved six sub-competencies.
The highest weight among six sub-competencies was having skills for data processing and
converting data into information. 3) Managing and monitoring common health problems
of older persons. This competency involves six sub-competencies. The highest weight
sub-competency was having knowledge and ability to care for older persons who have
chronic diseases such as Diabetes Mellitus and Hypertension, and 4) promoting values
and dignity of human being which included five sub-competencies. The highest weight
sub-competency was promoting family awareness of value and dignity of older persons.

Research suggest that four competencies will be used as a guide for developing

professional nursing competencies in caring the elderly.

Keywords : Nursing Competencies, Older Persons, Integrative Health Care
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