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ABSTRACT

This cross-sectional descriptive research was to study factors relating to pesticide
prevention behaviors among agricultural workers in Chainat Province. 195 farmers and
those commissioned to apply the pesticides were selected by simple random sampling
or drawing names of the farmers registered in the Siladan sub-district, Manorom district,
Chainat province. The data were collected through the questionnaire developed from
the Health Belief Model by Becker and Maiman. The content validity index of instrument
were range from 0.70 to 0.76 and reliability were range from 0.71 to 0.73 respectively.
The descriptive and inferential statistics including chi-square and Pearson product-moment
correlation coefficient were applied to analyze the data.

The studies revealed that the sampling group had knowledge of how to use
the pesticide at the middle level in overall totaling 95.90%. It was also found that 60.5%
of the sampling group had the Health Belief Model at the middle level. In terms of
the preventive behaviors, it was found that the majority practiced the preventive behaviors
all the time totaling 92.3%. In addition, the factors influencing the preventive behaviors
in the use of chemical pesticides among the agricultural workers in Chainat province with
the statistical significance at .05 included knowledge of use of the chemical pesticides
and the Health Belief Model (r= 0.344 and r= 0.387, p < .001). Therefore, the health care
staff and related organizations should provide knowledge and promote the appropriate
health belief model especially in perceived susceptibility and perceived barriers among
the agricultural workers since they were the factors that could encourage the preventive
behaviors among the farmers.

Keywords :  Preventive Behaviors in the Use of Chemical Pesticides,

Chemical Pesticides, Agricultural Workers

* Public Health Officer, Professional Level, Manorom District Health Office, Chainat Province

** Registered Nurse, Senior Professional Level, Boromarajonani College of Nursing, Chainat
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