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Competency in critical neonatal care of professional nurses,

Health Service Provider Board Office 6, Ministry of Public Health

Jurairat Watcharaach* Warunee Meelai** Achara pitaksil*** Peerapap kampang***

ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research were to study and compare the competency in critical neonatal care of Professional
Nurses of Health Service Provider Board Office 6, Ministry of Public Health that was divided into critical neonatal care
experience and critical neonatal care training acquirement. The samples were 102 professional nurses working on critical
neonatal wards in general and central hospitals. Research instruments were a general information questionnaire and a
questionnaire about the competency of critical neonatal care. The reliability (Cronbach’s Alpha Coefficient) was .97. The data
were analyzed by using mean, standard deviation, Dependent t-test, F-test, and One-way ANOVA.

The results demonstrated that: 1) competency in critical neonatal care including all domains and sub-domains, were at
a good level. Attitude, personality and characteristic domain yielded the highest score (X =3.80) whereas innovation and nursing
research domain yielded the lowest (X =326), 2) The competency in critical neonatal care nurses with experiences were
significantly different at p-value .05, 3) the competency in critical neonatal care of nurses being different in critical neonatal care
training were not significantly different.

In conclusion, professional nurses should be encouraged and supported to improve in innovation and nursing research

domain for competency in critical neonatal care.

Keywords: competency, critical neonatal care, professional nurse
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