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Factors affecting people’s participation in the local health fund management

Atcharapom Yasamut* Nithra Kitreerawutiwong™**

Abstract

This predictive correlation research was aimed to: 1) assess the people’s participation, 2) explore barriers and
suggestions, and 3) identify predictive factors of people’s participation in local health fund management. The samples were 371
participants which were selected by simple random sampling, The instrument was a questionnaire. Data were analyzed using
descriptive statistics and stepwise multiple regression analysis.

The results revealed that people participated in local health fund at moderate level (Mean = 2.26, SD = 1.54). Two
barriers impending participation were 1) unrecognition of local health fund and 2) time constraint. However, the recommendations
for participation enhancement were increasing public communication through leaflet, community meetings, posters and
newsletters. The other findings showed that receiving local health fund information (3 = .671), being a committee of local health
fund (8 =.564), opinion towards management of local health fund (§ =.544), being a village health volunteer (3 =.396),
regularly exercise (f§ =.302), the amount of position in community (3 =.254), and knowledge regarding local health fund (3 =
-.122) accounted for 30% of variation in people’s participation in local health fund with the significance level of p-value <.05.

These results suggest that motivating people to participate in local health fund should be emphasized in giving local
health fund information to the public, enhancing a community network, establishing the meetings between local health fund

committee and community members in order to share their opinions to achieve partnership participation.

Keywords: people’s participation, local health fund

* Rahan Municipal District, E-mail: atcharaporn.y@gmail.com

** Faculty of Public Health, Naresuan University
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