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Influenza surveillance of sub-district health promoting hospital in the areas of

Thai-Lao border: A case of Ubon Ratchathani province

Manasanun Limpavithayakul* Chompunoot Morachat**

Abstract
This research was aimed to investigate the current state, problems, conditions and factors of success in
influenza surveillance of sub-district health promoting hospitals in the areas of Thai-Lao Border in the case of Ubon

Ratchathani province. A survey questionnaire and an interview developed by the researcher were employed in the data
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collection from health staff, community leaders/ sub-district administrative office personnel/heads of sub-district/
heads of villages/health volunteers, and health personnel who were working in health service centers in Lao People’s
Democratic Republic (LPDR). The research results indicated that health personnel working in health promoting hospitals
were prompted when there was an outbreak of flu. The promptness included policy and management, disease
surveillance, medicines, instruments, and control of sudden disease outbreak. However, the patients did not come to
the doctors in his/her first stage of illness. Sick persons were not aware of the severity of the disease. There were
particular difficulties in controlling of disease outbreak since the patients came from Laos. Regarding influenza
monitoring behavior and prevention of the personnel, a higher level of overall practice was found.

For the community leaders/ sub-district administrative office personnel/heads of sub-district /heads of villages/
health volunteers, perceived risky opportunity of the disease was found to be at the highest level, followed by the
perceived disease severity, perceived benefits of disease prevention, and participatory behavior in monitoring and
prevention and control of the disease at a higher level Tthese people were likely to think that the influenza was the
problem in the hand of the responsible areas or communities only, not in their responsibility. Participation in
surveillance wasted their time. In regard to health personnel working in health service centers in Laos, their shortage of
knowledge of influenza as a respiratory disease was derived. Insufficiency in places, materials, and other instruments
used in the operation of disease control and prevention and vaccination was also found. From the study results,
particular models for influenza surveillance of health promoting hospitals in the border areas should be developed for

more effectiveness of the hospitals’ operation.

Keyword: disease surveillance, influenza, health promoting hospital, Thai-Lao border
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