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Abstract

This cross-sectional study aimed to explore 1) personal characteristics, perceived
vulnerability, perceived severity, perceived benefits, perceived barriers, cues to action, health
literacy and preventive behaviors of COVID -19 and 2) factors associated with preventive
behaviors among Village Health Volunteers (VHVs). One hundred and seventy-nine VHVs were
selected using stratified random sampling and data were collected between 1 November 2021 and
30 December 2021 in Ta sub-district, Khun Tan district, Chiang Rai province. The instrument
was a questionnaire prepared by the literature and the researcher. The data were analyzed using
Fisher’s exact test and Spearman’s rank correlation coefficient. The results showed that 81.0% of
the samples were female, the mean age was 53.1 years, the mean monthly income was 4,088.3
baht, 49.7% of the samples had a high school diploma, and 71.5% of the samples earned their
living from agriculture. For most of the sample groups, the perceived vulnerability, perceived
severity, perceived benefits, perceived barriers, cues to action, health literacy and prevention
behavior of COVID-19 were high (77.1%, 95.0%, 75.4%, 62.0%, 88.2%, 86.0% and 96.6%,
respectively). The factors associated with preventive behavior among Village Health Volunteers
(VHVs) at a p-value of < 0.01 were as follows: Cues to Action, Health Literacy, Perceived
Severity and Perceived Vulnerability, which promoted preventive behavior among Village Health
Volunteers (VHVs). Income, on the other hand, was negatively related to preventive behavior
COVID-19. The findings of this study should prompt the government to increase the payment of
VHVs and this research should be used to plan for the prevention of COVID-19, including

established interventions and the establishment of interventions among VHVs in the study area.
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