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Abstract

The purpose of this descriptive research was to study elderly nursing competency among
student nurses during their community nursing practicum in Boromarajonani College of Nursing Udon
Thani. The sample consisted of 93 2™ year nursing students in the academic year 2018. Data was
collected during March and April 2019. The instrument used was a self-rated questionnaire for nursing
students to assess the nursing competency of the elderly caring in the community. The questionnaire
was modified from the elderly nursing competency questionnaire of nursing students of Boromarajonani
College of Nursing, Songkhla .The measurement was assessed for content validity by three nursing
experts in the field of elderly nursing. The reliability of the measurement was tested by using
Cronbach’s alpha coefficient. Reliability score was 0.95 indicated good consistency. Data were analyzed

by using frequency distribution, mean and standard deviation.

Results showed that elderly nursing care competency in the community of the nursing students
were at a good level in all aspects revealed respectively from the highest to the least as follow: ethical
competency(X =4.47 ,S.D.=0.57), competency in empowerment and quality of care for the elderly
(X =4.42 ,S.D.=0.57, competency in holistic health promotion (X =4.31 ,S.D.=0.63, and
competency in ability to search and apply evidence-based practice (X =4.23 ,S.D.=0.62).

The study suggests the direction to plan strategies of teaching and learning management in

order to improve elderly nursing competency for nursing students.
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