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Abstract

This descriptive research aimed to explore health literacy and prevention behavior
of opisthorchiasis of people in Moo 3 Baan Sub Thaworn, Thai Udom sub-district, Khlong Hat
district, Sa Kaeo Province. Participants were 200 people aged 15 years old and over which were
calculated by the formula of finite population (Krejcie & Morgan, 1970). Data were collected by
guestionnaires and analyzed by descriptive statistics and Pearson’s Product Moment Correlation
Coefficient.

The results revealed that: 1) health literacy related to liver fluke prevention and
liver fluke prevention behavior of most participants were at moderate levels, 65.5 and 77.0
percent respectively; and 2) there were 3 aspects of health literacy linked to liver fluke
prevention which associated with liver fluke prevention behavior, including cognitive in liver fluke
prevention (r=0.194, p<0.01), decision skill in liver fluke prevention (r=0.258, p<0.01) and self-
management to be safe from liver fluke infection (r=0.141, p<0.05). In addition, the overall
health literacy linked to liver fluke prevention had the association with liver fluke prevention
behavior (r=0.173, p<0.05).

It could be seen that there are some aspects of health literacy which associate with
liver fluke prevention behavior. Therefore, upgrading of health literacy of people to gain more

appropriate knowledge and practice to prevent opisthorchiasis should be supported.

Keywords: Opisthorchiasis, Health Literacy, Behavior Prevention
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