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Abstract

This quasi-experimental research, one-group pretest - posttest design,
aimed to compare drug use behavior in the elderly with uncontrolled
hypertension before and after intervention using drug label pictures. Participants
were 30 elderly persons with uncontrolled hypertension registered at Ban Nong Ri
Health Promoting Hospital, Ban Luek Sub-district, Photharam District, Ratchaburi
Province. Research tools included drug label pictures, questionnaires and drug use
behavior assessment with Cronbach's alpha coefficient .08. Data were analyzed by
frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation and Paired t-test. The results
revealed that:

The use of drug label pictures led to effect on drug use behavior of the
participants, covering: the on time aspect which had mean score 1.46 before
intervention and 1.10 after intervention; the complete aspect which had mean
score 1.16 before intervention and 2.35 after intervention; the accurate aspect
which had mean score 2.60 before intervention and 1.13 after intervention; and
the consistent aspect which had mean score 1.30 before intervention and 2.03
after intervention. Regarding participants’ taking medicines correctly following the
drug label pictures when asking, it had mean score 1.20 before intervention and
2.40 after intervention.

When comparing drug use behavior of the participants before and after
intervention, the average score of the behavior after intervention (M = 15.60,
SD=3.04) was significantly higher than before intervention (M =11.13, SD= 2.09). It
could be suggested that the drug label pictures should be used continuously to

improve taking the medicines of the patients in the right way.

Keywords: drug label pictures, drug use behavior in the elderly, hypertension
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