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Abstract

Acquired immunodeficiency syndrome (AIDS) is still a major public health
and medicine problem, particularly in Thailand. The number of newly infected cases has
increased particularly among female sex workers (Non-venue FSW). This study aimed to
assess the prevalence and determine factors associated with HIV infection among
non-venue female sex workers in Chonburi, Chiang Mai Nakhon Ratchasima,
Prachuabkirikhun, and Phuket. An analytic cross-sectional study was conducted.
respondent-driven sampling (RDS) was used to select the samples. A validated
questionnaire and blood specimen were used for data collection. Chi-square and logistic
regression were used for the detection of the associations between variables at the
significant level of alpha=0.05. There were 1,381 FSWs who participated in the survey. Age
at first receives money or gifts for sex between 17 - 25 years old. Duration of sex work
average 3 years. HIV prevalence among Non-venue FSW was 2.8%, Syphilis prevalence
2.4%, and Hepatitis B prevalence was 3.6%. low condom uses with husband or lover and
RDS reach hidden population such as agent and telephone. The education of Illiterate or
below secondary school is very significant to address HIV/AIDS problems in these

populations.

Keywords: Surveillance system, HIV infection rate, behavior related to HIV infection,
Non-venue Female sex worker
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