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Determination of lllegal Adulterant in Herbal Medicines and Dietary Supplements

by Liquid Chromatography Tandem Mass Spectrometry (LC-MS/MS)
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Abstract

Adulterations with synthetic drugs are common problems with herbal medicines and this can
potentially cause serious adverse effects. In this paper, a robust LC-MS/MS method for the sensitive and
reliable determination of 33 illegal adulterations from herbal medicines and dietary supplements was
established. The drugs were isolated from herbal sample using 70% (v/v) methanol. Chromatographic
separation was done using C18 column (150x4.6 mm id., 5 UM) with gradient elution of 0.1% (v/v) formic
acid and methanol at flow rate of 0.6 ml/min. For most drugs, two transitions were monitored (multiple
reaction monitoring; MRM) using protonated or deprotonated as precursor ions under their respective optimal
collision energy for each compound. The detection limit was in the level of picogram and the separation of at
least 30 compounds can be done in 30 min. The application of this method was used in the sample of herbal
medicines, dietary food supplements, coffee for weight controlling and cola drink, totally 49 samples. The
adulterate found was dexamethasone in a sample of herbal medicines used for muscle ache, sibutramine
was found in 2 samples of dietary food supplements and caffeine was found in 3 samples of dietary food
supplements that did not claim on product. With this developed method for analysis of adulterants in herbal

medicine, the product quality can be better controlled and regulated to ensure consumers’ safety.

Keywords: lllegal adulterant; herbal medicine; Dietary supplement; LC-MS/MS

*
didsufimunandadald : ine iosdued gudinemmansmaunndfisulan Insdwy 055247581-2 6 168,105

Tn3ans 055247581-2 ¢ia 121 e-mail : nitra_nuengchamnong@yahoo.com



1IJPS Vol.4, No.2, Jul - Dec 2008

94
o
1UNAAELD

mﬂ"ﬁmLLNuﬁﬁ]'gﬁuwauluaguvl,wsLLazwamﬁ'wﬁLa‘%ummuﬁ'a%i’awalums%’nm Az lwguilng
Isusuaneuanmslsnaasmaiiele miﬁﬂmm%\iﬁﬁf@]qﬂszmﬁlﬁaﬁwuﬁ%mm’iLﬂiwzﬁmuwuﬂﬁ]qﬁ'ﬂu
ngueni g laglfinafialasinlnnnAvesnaausinuzgadadnunisiienedsfauaaluanavasans (High
performance liquid chromatography tandem mass spectrometry, LC-MS/MS) 1%7’1’15@15’3%%’18’1&34%‘13%;13'%
1w 33 viaaeN ﬁﬁ'ﬂwuﬁuﬂaauluaquﬂwnmmﬁmﬁmﬁa’%um‘vm‘ 157382808 70% (viv) Lunmuaals
MIRNAGIDENI MsUaNAIEUGazThalTaaaNtalia C18 Iu1a (150x4.6 mm id., S5UM) F1IazaniWe
nRanAilIznoudan 0.1%  (vv) nsanasiniumues  wuudiusasiuauszeziaa Seanislne 0.6
Haaaas/wf miﬁﬂﬁmnﬁﬂﬂi:{luamanﬁ'aﬂﬂ’mau (protonated) Laz aalisaan (deprotonated) Fuy
whadien MIanviald maluans wazununsuanandulosauvasluians 91w 2 § (Multiple Reaction
Monitoring, MRM) 33fianansnasaaiamenluszaudisilansy munsaanadensioniouiuatnaiay 30
fialwia 30 wf vl,ei’ﬁﬁ‘ﬁﬁﬁwmﬁ“‘lﬂm’mmmsﬂuﬂaauéﬁmuwuﬂa}@ﬁ'ﬂuéf’saﬂ'wmauquvl,m NAAN U
B3NS ﬂ']LLWﬁ%'m%'umuqm{'mﬁfn wae dashalas ("Z%'ﬂm%aﬂ) UWIUTIN 49 @889 ATIINLLANT LA
o (dexamethasone) 1 ﬁ'samﬂuaguﬁmuﬁﬂamﬁaﬁ loymiiu (sibutramine) 2 dnatns lundadusd
L§INBIMNT UWazALWEY (caffeine) 3 @'ﬁaﬂwaluwﬁmﬁwﬁm’%wmmiﬁ"l&ii:qﬁmmaamimLW’é'u 3&#ianw
winzaulumaildiganaliensdnsdulsenvessunuiagdulusyulng uszniadmaiisiuains iie
Urlomtlunsduasasduilnalifienudsaasiy

ardan: nsdudaaneunulagin ayulns wiadusiiaine1mns LC-MSIMS

UNU

sywlwsnlfiduendasriuniamasouuaz  |dund  dexamethasone, prednisolone,  diazepam,

funwnzidou aunddinnuanznIIuN1TaIMITUeT  phenylbutazone WAz  chlorpheniramine (Ananwoi

priue wdlasm lTagulnsdwauandladnin - w3awne uazamz,  2546) nTBauvaIgud

N1TATI9FOY LATNNWUNITUW D o uua o1 Nt
Ja91% d9T189 Uz a4 quﬁ%wmmam‘mmwwﬁ
' A A & o A
vauuiu Jardianzimounulagiuidulaey
aflusnunulumo  lasanudialenudineu
AIIUFIIINIaVOUUIY 9AITEE LaY UAZ ANAUAT
2541 —

TumaAuaeEne 3erINsfan RRGEY

Augnonw 2545  dadunssnunulunmiladuuas
lailddunzidondsuen ﬁ'm'lms'mmﬁ'nmﬂa@ﬂ'u
ainaka  Thin Layer Chromatography Wisuny
RINAIB HAMNIATIIIATIEA I WINTIDENIT T
415  ¢18814 Huenilddunzfondnsy 224

. . . o o
et anvlinusunuagdu  wazldldou
nudoudIsu 191 @e8n9 m'sﬁlwumuwuﬁa@ﬁu
FUU 55 @ae1e Aavlusasaz 28.8 INNHNANNT

a ¢ . o A A
AIVVVILAINICHRNUIN UWLLNuﬂ%?‘U%ﬂﬂuLﬂau

a I & A '
ANIFFAINIILANLRIVAN LYW /. 2541 WuUI8N
o A L a
LLNuIUi’]mtl\‘laJﬂ’]iﬂuﬂaa&ltl’]LLNuﬂﬁ]ﬁ;llu"ﬁu@]
dexamethasone W8z prednisolone lu’ﬂ"ﬂu’mﬁgdﬁa
180

Ala819 wazwun1sUuUaauas dexamethasone

NUSBHRz 10.0 VIA2BE1INATIINIRNG

41NN prednisolone HANINNHNLING 18 A8
A a ¢ @ o ' A A A o
AnusIRasTaud Ludrag1soni llinia luud s
nidonen WASUWARINAAUBNITUEUTTIUTAITD
@Tmﬂ'wmé’qﬂ@i’nﬁﬂﬁwﬁml,azﬁ‘iwmy‘[m“lsjgﬂﬁm
aruwIzIsUy @ (3npanuwdizintgud
Insneaasnsunndasuan, 2541) 1ul w.¢.2548 §
MIATIINY sildenafil Tuensiukuluas (E1nnn
€A 6
AMLENIINNTDINITUAZDN, 2548) audineaaat
mmwnﬁagmmmm T8930 1N 212 @28819N
dmimluwmmmsmqm 6, 7 3wl 2548 19



Determination of lllegal Adulterant in Herbal Medicines and Dietary Supplements by Liquid Chromatography Tandem Mass Spectrometry (LC-MS/MS)

N Nuengchamnong et al

2550 L‘ﬂuﬁaaammnéwﬁhmummsmqm%’mi’w
Tyawenuna wazt e onlunud wumuwuﬁaqﬁu
Jutaon $1u 80 @889 (Fouaz 37.7) TIEIU
= o ' AN A A
Inal Wuaredenlddwwnadousn lasasiawua
IRAUTALG N9 2 TIA A. dexamethasone WA
prednisolone ﬂuﬂaawmnﬂg@ F1WI% 33 28819
(Sauaz 41.2)

o ' aAa o & = v
AIBYIN Y]Naﬂ']ﬂ'mzl,ﬂul,“(ﬂﬁﬂﬂaau jaﬂﬂduﬁlvl(ﬂu,ﬂ

o \ { &
P89620819NATIIND mwumrﬂ,u

dexamethasone 13  @18¢19 (380882 16.2) WAz
prednisolone 9 @18814 (3888Z11.2) WoNINNEUS
mwwué‘hmuwuﬂagﬁumﬁ@‘é‘uﬂuﬂaau laun
diclofenac, phenylbutazone W& paracetamol #IaWU
v mﬁm?aﬂ@‘i’LLa:mLquﬂgﬁumﬁ@ﬁmﬁu WUTTS
dexamethasone, prednisolone Waz diazepam 314 I%
4 19819 BIFOIWMIDINITATIINLEIRLALIAUR
waumuwuﬂaqﬁumﬁﬂﬁu ﬁLLmTﬁugo%u (BUNW
nﬁuqum, 2550) gudIng1aaain1Tuwng
UATIITRN MFI189I%I1 NMTAUAIBEINY
Tu s wIn 96 $20819 GIudtl 2548-2550 WU
Usautuiauasz 50 lapuuwildunisdsauduiidiuin
anniuassdaiiios Aedosas 40 luil 2548 Sawas 48
7 2549 uaz 3awas 61 1 2550 Mytudsanfinuann
ﬁq@ﬁa mmﬁwaanqwﬁﬁé’mau L% 8IFLADTEG
dexamethasone LA prednisolone ia\‘imLﬂumﬂ@;N
aaﬂnﬂ%{@ia%mﬂizmﬂ L% diazepam Aldsnwranms
Fanfaia i ldnaudne (Rosle 29dgaTm uas
V3799 NadTaaszsT, 2551)

Tudl w.a. 2548 S5189unsUnUaaueiNg
Tagtulunfadmaiiainems laogudinaeaans
MIuWNNEABRlanaTIINY  ephedrine lunAasimi
La'%ummi'ﬂi:mwlﬁaw%amuquﬁmﬁn Faiadn
lassmadrsasunudeiududsanluniadmsd
@3N M1 TIuT 2549 gudineraaainisunng
guaN Tl wazguiinmaainisunndiiosln
AT19NY fenfluramine UazASINEIMEATINTUNNE
UATIITHUN  ATIANU phenolphthalein (ﬁ’lffﬂml,l,a:
1ALANGES, 2550) WANINHAL T BIIHATITNY
sildenafil lunuw (3atl (AgaTT4, 2551)

NAaA M LasueIn1IIatduanisanw

Wiz T aa1n1s w.a. 2522 lasidua1nnsn

95
Mnuagunnrieanasgu desfiguwdullan
UszmManIenIna s Ig atiufi 203 w.e. 2548
(U3zmanIznsWaImgD, 2548) NRAAWNLESY
o sflEEmIuantiamin Saudszneunanlaunle
amnsldilasnuainsviasyn ssanandfannas
wianszaady (chitosan) lFlunsgaduludiu uazw
ladueaanldiugaanse fvnsudsemuluaniad
UINWD miﬁl,%a’hmmﬁumnmwmmwé’amu P8
Wuahenduita aamsazanloiu 11w aosatan
lalaslatwn (collagen hydrolysate) a13aNANNNAFN
wn (hydroxy citric acid, HCA) sn3&niaanindm
aandlas niolEaNIuas Ui conjugate linoleic
acid (CLA) 'ﬁ’wﬂml,ﬁw (chromium)  &1ILATAW
(lecithin) ﬁ’l&ilﬁ’l&ligﬁ]’mwml,aﬂl,ﬁa (cider vinegar)
(MNBUAT LANIYIWITD, 2549) FNTRNAINT AL
(Fsrsanndu) wasfidgnsidueiszune 1w o
ayulwInzanauan
337RoulAinzdnlulaenaassunm
Tagiuluayulng nIanfanmsiiaiuormisdald
wadalasinInanfududiuvng (Thin - Layer
Chromatography, TLC) 8UNUAIINIATIIN WID
FNAAIUAITINALAILAIATIIFOUNNTQANAUUFILD
SEmaiiwndnmsane wiaszuunsuenlidessin
lduafiawanald ludagduiinisdinafianig
Gas chromatography Mass spectrometer (GC-MS)
(Liu et al., 2001) 738 High Performance Liquid
Chromatography Diode Array Detector (HPLC-DAD)
(Snyman et al., 2005) taz LC-MS/MS 11937901350 %
Unanvassunudaiuluayulniuazniaimsiiaiy
91MNT LT UWI%ﬂQNLﬁNﬁNSEﬂ%:WWOLWﬁ (Zou
et al., 2006) euriiaa (Lau et al., 2003) uazendng
(Bogusz et al., 2006; Liang et al., 2006)
Lﬁaamﬂaguvlwsﬁmi@m gifuasdsznay
g uwInuNIN ﬁﬂﬁmﬁLﬂﬂ:ﬂ@ﬂﬁ"ﬁvlﬂijamml,aﬂ%
nmlumum?wm‘mﬁ’@lﬁu’%qﬂ%{ MINITATIIFDL
Afdszansaw LLazﬂsauﬂgué’aﬂwﬁlﬁﬂuﬂaau OF
drouanudaoaiolunsldnaaimainait luid
wianaITnsaTadiasdinimsduwlasuvaden
wruilatiulusunuluno uazndaiusiiginemns

Tasld inafia LC-MS/MS %%a MRM mode



1IJPS Vol.4, No.2, Jul - Dec 2008

96

ASn1InNaaad

= a

1.200AUuATELAK
11020819
1.1.1ma&4uvlws Fornaaauisen  o.uyl
820 2.010 1UIU 8 AIBE FITWATINEINUAK
lafa wwmnu ihplafia ;nszdoidu niigaiden
wfthata thafes withearas (Isanszmwnz) wr
\Raaitas
112 EINAAAMNLEINEINT W
276n0809 el aAsnulan wazha
mm%ﬂﬁfm'mmmsmqmﬁ'wi'@qmamﬁ 2 618819
113 muWdsagd dwauw 11 e
WNEINNAUNNUN I TUFVIINIAGN
114 03asaulas (§Qm§aﬂ) WG 1
19819 TRINNINNSBURINTLY
1.2 4130103319

13NN streptomycin, sulphamethoxazole,

tetracycline, trimetroprim, amoxycilin,
chloramphenicol, caffeine, dexamethasone,
prednisone, prednisolone, dextromethorphan,
phenylpropanolamine, promethazine, famotidine,
fenfluramine, phentermine, oxyphenbutazone,
phenylbutazone, ibuprofen, phenolphthalein,
sildenafil, nifedepine, alprazolam, diazepam,

nitrazepam, triazolam, ephedrine, psuedoephedrine
HAAANEIBNEILAEIANIENEA NTWANLIan 8a3
MIwANg (DMSc Reference Standard)
Gidy,

gliclazide

(Servier; France) glimepiride (Hoechst;

Frankfurt, Germany) glipizide (Sigma; St.Louis, MO.,

USA), pioglitazone (Takeda; Osaka, Japan)
sibutramine HCI monohydrate (reductil; Abbott, USA)
\Wwnwaa (JT Baker; USA) nsawasian

(Merck, Germany). #intsiaann lasauanniaIasrinin

Elga USF system (Bucks, England).

2.35n0a09
2.1 A51Tana20819
1. é’aamuﬁl,ﬂmmﬂﬁga LRZELAA BINIBN1-
2 N3N NFNAGY 70% methanol 31UIU 5 WA, ba b

dsaaaloiauwin 1 WA dssazansdIines 1

9
08807 NT0IRMNLUTWLUL 39 (syringe filter,
Nylon 211@ 0.45 pm) ¥asazanad ba l3ie sz

2. @agamun e 1 wa9 waniisau

aomnidszanm 85°C 131197 100 &, AnlAazane
#WIFIALA1YUININT 1 URRAAT NIDINIULUNLLT
wuuylased shasazaefilalyiase

3. fhagaaesay hssaranlsunag 1
fiasaas nsasrmnusuuuyloses shasazaned
aldAasneh

2.2 IFATBNAIINIAIZ N

W@3puRIINIaIIREIndazTialiiinanw
WINT® 1 UaANTW/ARRAAT AZa18628 70% LUNNLER
Lﬁﬂ’i’[ﬁﬂumimmgmﬁzﬁﬁu (stock solution)

2.3 1@309i0 uazanily

m%q‘[mmiwmﬁ\lmaammamsnuzga
(Agilent 1100 series, USA) @iagﬁmﬂ‘%aﬁ,ﬂmﬁﬂnﬁ@
maimaqamadmi (PE SCIEX API 4000 ftriple
quadrupole tandem mass spectrometer, Applied
Biosystem,CA) lagflan1zaaaiaiaslasunlnnail

VBIARIFNIIDUSE a9t

anenlsluns
waNAS

Aasuil C18 Gemini 150x4.6 mm
i.d., 5im
(Phenomenex,USA)

mIazaoaafeull A 0.1% nsanasin

(Lﬂﬁﬂué'@mumw B: LUT1UA

LIAINTILEN)

51037150 5 lulasaas

punniaaauil 25°G

o 4' a =
FAFIWUDITNTAZANULNRLAROUNAINATITIN 1



Determination of lllegal Adulterant in Herbal Medicines and Dietary Supplements by Liquid Chromatography Tandem Mass Spectrometry (LC-MS/MS)

N Nuengchamnong et al

d' o \ a a A @ a . a
M1319N 1 8ANRINVINRLARAUN ﬂl‘ﬁiuﬂ’]ﬂmﬂ@nﬂﬁ‘ﬁu@@ndﬂ 33 TUa

=)
1287 (W)

%A (0.1% nsanasiin)

%B (LNS1%OR)

0 95 5
5 95 5
20 20 80
23 20 80

24 5 95

26 5 95
26.1 95 5

30 95 5

97

UEREIVIE ATINITIHA 0.6 FaRANT/UNT

ﬁhuﬂsznaumaum‘%aﬁ@maimaqa
ﬂs:ﬂauﬁam&’aw?iﬁﬂﬂmaqal,ﬁ@ﬂs:ﬁ; WRZ @IUIA
aaluiana gﬂ'ﬁ 1 mM3andasshnisaTaiania
luana wazupunisuananiulesauvasluana
MRM)

(gﬂﬁ 2) mImrnzAmanzanlunIaTeudas

1IN 2 c«j (Multiple reaction monitoring,
mﬁ@ﬁﬂmﬁﬂmimmgmﬁammﬂmimmgmé&a
du wIamIazapInla wssallianuduives
luzgas 100 lulasndwiiaddes usralunszuania
2u1@ 1 185805 uazdaasludy (syringe  pump,
Harvard apparatus, Hollison, USA) 15Ua63MT MR

5 lulasfasanfl  dadnnuszuLved LA389ATINA

Mebulizer Gas

waluans  Uudinasnuuazanudedngnlslu
ATMOSPHERIC PRESSURE ki V2
n) Mg o |I
-1 . . 2o ca

2. Evaporation l
i
G

Curtasin Gas

&)

miLL@mLﬂuvl,aaau FRTUAITUARZ AN aiﬁﬁmw

a

I T Y I HFIFA Helddrfimanzauvasnis
anviameudszaiaiiaileunandiin ekl
WWanfussuunIsuenalsndassiia an1zi
mm:amjaaLﬂéaﬁ@maTmaqa (@39h 2) @9
Lﬂ%ia\‘iLL@iﬂ:juﬂzﬁﬂﬁﬁNLL@ﬂ@iﬂdﬁu LR ANTIRANZEW
lun1Iusn LazAII9IAVBIAIINIAIFINLIUARA)

URAIANNANTNN 3

CXP

°.l|) )/ ol

/ 0 8T 1 Colksion Call  5T3 ] CEM
‘ o eefifasaiie -
%%-; 4

CAD
/ (ar‘fy‘

gﬂﬁ 1 muﬂiznawauﬂ%aﬁﬂmahLaqa n) muﬁﬁﬂﬁ’[maqmﬁ@ﬂi:wﬁ@ electrospray Wag 2) &IUIANUIR

Imaqaﬂjﬁ(ﬂ triple quadrupole tandem mass spectrometer (NTWINNLBNRITNITBUIN Basic Operation
Training to LC-MS-MS API 4000; Applied Biosystems/MDS SCIEX,CA)



1IJPS Vol.4, No.2, Jul - Dec 2008

98
n) Q1 Q2 Q3
E § —
E ——
;P ———— ]
; ——————————}
11l
CID
GAS
o - R Y .
@ ------- - .
® @ B »
® N . T » .
Precursor ion Fragmentation Product ion
fixed {CAD) fixed
V)
1828
B5e?
G.0e7
S5e7
3382,
£.0e7
457
g a0 T e MRM 2
é: 257
E a0e? MRM1 <
. 257
20e7
121
157 <
1381
1.0e7
G.0ed ﬂ 1474 e L
o2z 12 132.9.135 ] I 2 jegs] A 1342\13};l 1808 2001 2168 226.1 237 9. 2920 2542 247| %,260.5267.4 31773209 339
100 110 120 120 140 160 160 170 120 100 200 210 220 230 290 250 260 270 280 200 200 210 220 320
miz. amu
{ a I . . b o
gﬂﬁ 2 mi’JLﬂi’lz‘lﬁu’JaIaJLaqaLLuu multiple reaction monitoring (MRM) 1) 31]LL‘LI‘LIﬂﬁLL@m@I’ma\‘JmiLLU‘U

MRM 12) ugaamiuandvasaniasdwiulosau uaznsviniang loaauunyin MRM daaeinam

famotidine m/z 338.3, MRM1 338.3—>»188.8, MRM2 338.3—> 259.2 amu (31.]“71' 2 N AWINLBNRIT
N138U34 Basic Operation Training to LC-MS-MS API 4000; Applied Biosystems/MDS SCIEX,CA)

A15191 2 am's:ﬁlﬁmauﬂ%aﬁLmﬂ:ﬁﬂnﬁ@maimaqaﬂuaami 3% API4000

Tune Parameter

Negative mode

Positive mode

lonization Type

Collision gas (CAD) psi
Curtain gas (CUR) psi
Temperature (°C)

lon source gas 1 (Air) psi
lon source gas 2 (Air) psi
lon spray (V)

Dwell time (msec)

Declustering potential (V)

Electrospray (ESI)
4
10
400
55
45
-4500
100
30-230

Electrospray (ESI)

4
10

400
55
45

5500

300

-75 to -100

290



Determination of lllegal Adulterant in Herbal Medicines and Dietary Supplements by Liquid Chromatography Tandem Mass Spectrometry (LC-MS/MS)

N Nuengchamnong et al

99

A15191 3 AILNNARDY malmaqa wazmIwanatdulosan awasnuild wazdiadnaniinsiaia

Compound Parent Product CE CXP t.(min) LOD (u1g/ml)
ion(m/z) ions (m/z) (V) (V)

Tranquilizer

alprazolam 309.2 281.1 36 12 19.13 0.01
205.2 60 7

diazepam 285.2 193.0 45 30 21.57 0.05
1541 40 25

nitrazepam 282.3 236.0 30 10 19.49 *
180.1 50 27

triazolam 343.3 308.2 40 13 19.42 *
315.2 40 15

Antihistamines

ephedine 166.5 148.1 15 12 5.88 5
91.2 40 15

phenylpropanolamine 152.2 133.9 12 9 5.82 *
117.2 24 20

psuedoephedine 166.5 148.1 15 12 4.96 *
91.2 40 15

promethazine 285.7 199.1 28 10 15.26 0.01
240.9 18 15

Antibiotics & antimicrobial

amoxycillin 366.0 348.9 13 22 7.48 0.1
114.0 30 20

streptomycin 582.3 246.0 60 12 1.79 5

sulphamethoxazole 254 .1 156.0 22 27 17.39 5
107.8 33 18

tetracycline 444 .9 410.2 29 23 12.34 0.1
4271 20 25

trimetroprim 2911 230.2 32 15 12.09 0.05
123.2 35 20

chloramphenicol 321 257 -16 -15 17.28 0.001
152 24 -9

Corticosteroids

dexamethasone 393.1 3731 10 9 18.88 0.01
2371 31 13

prednisone 359.4 1471 30 27 17.72 *
3411 13 20

prednisolone 361.3 343.1 10 17.81 0.003
1471 30
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321.0
134.0
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