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Abstract

Look-alike sound-alike drug problems may cause medication errors that affect
patient safety. Confusion may occur at every stage of the medication use process in
inpatient, outpatient, drugstore and self-medication situations. Ministry of Public Health
(Thailand) has established look-alike sound-alike drug problems as one of the three main
issues for actions in medication safety, as announced in the National Patient Safety Goal
2007-2008. The development of problem solving and research is limited to the hospital

level, other levels found lacking system and support mechanisms for look-alike sound-
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alike drug problems. A multidimensional study should be conducted that builds
awareness of the importance of the problems and promote policy to drive systematic

solutions to ensure medication safety.

Keywords: Look-alike sound-alike drugs, medication errors, patient safety
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