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Care for Patients with Acute Coronary Syndrome: Challenge for Community Hospital
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Abstract

Acute coronary syndrome (ACS) is a spectrum of clinical symptoms indicated by a condition of sudden and
severe myocardial ischemia. The longer duration of coronary artery occlusion augments a degree of damage to heart
muscle resulting in a higher rate of mortality. Therefore, patients with ACS require prompt treatment with timely
access to the standardized health service system, particularly, access to those community hospitals that are spread
across the regions. The author introduces a healthcare system so that the reader can apply it to develop quality of
care as follows: (1) formulating development plans for quality care and treatment that is a hospital’s strategic plan,

(2) developing a seamless healthcare system from pre-hospital to in-hospital phase. For example, developing a seamless
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health care system by developing a medical emergency service system, applying guidelines for the management of
ACS into clinical practice by adapting convenient documentation from the guidelines, developing registered nurses’
competencies for assessing health status and providing basic care properly and immediately, stipulating indicators
requiring electrocardiogram (EKG), establishing guidelines for reporting the cardiologists using SBAR, providing
enough medical equipment for health assessment and treatment, preparing health care support system, improving

referral system rapidly and safely, and setting continuing home healthcare system, (3) developing health promotion

system for detecting vulnerable groups and implementing prevention.

Keywords: acute coronary syndrome, caring for patients with acute coronary syndrome, community hospital
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