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Abstract

This descriptive research aimed to investigate the predictors of eHealth literacy of nursing students. The
purposive samples were 3,346 nursing students enrolled in a nursing college under jurisdiction of the Praboromarajchanok
Institute. Data were collected by using online questionnaire that consisted of student information, health information
usage skills, health information usage behavior, health status and eHealth literacy scale. Using descriptive statistics,
Pearson’s correlation coefficient and multiple linear regressions for data analysis was applied. The results shown
that the eHealth literacy was at good level (mean = 4.13, SD=.58). Age, year of education, practical experience in
nursing, health information evaluation ability, confidence in using health information, content of health information,
frequency in health information seeking, and health status had a positive significant correlation with eHealth literacy
(p<.05). But, health information reliance had a significant negative correlation. The multiple regression analysis
with the stepwise method revealed that mostly predictive variables could jointly explain 36.10 of variance in the

eHealth literacy level [F ) = 335.30, p =.000]. The year of education in baccalaureate nursing program is the

8, 3337)
strongest predictor of the eHealth literacy level ( B = .44, p =.000), followed by the practical experience in nursing
(B = .13, p =.000). The eHealth literacy is an important cognitive skill for nursing students in healthcare not only
for themselves, but also for their families and patients. The nursing instructors should create teaching innovations

and innovative teaching methodologies in clinical practicum to enhance eHealth literacy.

Keywords: eHealth literacy, predicting factors, nursing students
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