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Life Experiences of Ongoing Chemotherapy for Colorectal Cancer Patients
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Abstract

The purpose of this research was to study patients’ experiences with ongoing chemotherapy for colorectal
cancer. The data were collected, by structured interview, from patients (n=13) with stage III-IV colorectal cancer,
who were receiving chemotherapy at Mahavajiralongkorn cancer center hospital from April to August, 2015. All
interviews were transcribed verbatim and the data were coded using the constant comparative method as proposed by
descriptive phenomenology. The patients’ experiences were categorized into eight themes: (1) providing hopefulness
through chemotherapy (2) feeling boredom (3) suffering from pain (4) dealing with nausea and vomiting (5) having
painful mouth ulcers (6) feeling annoyed with numbness (7) experiencing fatigue (8) experiencing fear due to low
white blood cell counts. the result of this study provides a clear and better understanding of palliative experiences

and self-concepts for patients who are being treated with ongoing chemotherapy treatment for colorectal cancers.
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This information can be helpful and useful in the development of nursing care plans relevant to patients’ perspectives

and sociocultural beliefs, and can be applied to the development to support nursing programs that enhance hope.

Keywords: experience, colorectal cancers, ongoing chemotherapy
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