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Free Trade Agreement in Health Services: A Case Study on the Effects and

Problems of the Free Trade Agreement for Dental Practitioners
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Abstract
This research used a case study approach in order to assess the impact of the GATS on dental

practitioners on the initial intention of the GATS and the reality of the problems and abstracts faced in Thailand.
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The intention of the General Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS), which Thailand agreed to as a member of

the World Trade Organization (WTQ), was to open the market to trade in order to advance services. One of the

problems is that, although current regulations in Thailand provide open market conditions which are not

construed as contrary to the provisions of the General Agreement on Trade in Services matter, regulatory barriers

cause more problems than are necessary for dental professionals and foreign dental professionals.

The research found that, although the provisions of the law in Thailand does not conflict with the

obligations set forth in the General Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS) stipulate However, internal

regulations to stipulate that dental professionals in Thailand must sit the accreditation exam in Thai language.

This causes problems and barriers to entry and problems for the mobility of dental professionals. The resulting

objectives and the intent of the General Agreement on Trade in Services and Mutual Recognition Arrangement

on Dental Practitioners are not concrete and may not actually achieve their initial purpose.

Relevant authorities should review the amended regulations in order to achieve the objectives and

intentions of the General Agreement on Trade in Services. Dental services could achieve greater efficiencies and

therefore competitiveness, which means that dental patients will benefit.

Keywords: Trade in Services, Dental profession
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