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Abstract

The purpose of this research was to study the critical thinking ability of nursing students and
the relationships between student factors, teaching-learning perception, learning achievement and critical
thinking ability of nursing students in the Bachelor of Nursing Science Program. The sample size was
176 nursing students, composed of 21 ,22, 63 and 70 nursing students of first-year, second-year, third-
year and fourth-year, respectively, in the Bachelor of Nursing Science Program at the School of Nursing,
Eastern Asia University in the second semester of the academic year 2010. The instruments used in this
study were: (1) A student factors questionnaire, such as age, sex, class level, critical thinking experiences
before and during study in the Bachelor of Nursing Science Program and grade point average (GPA);
(2) The perception of nursing students on a teaching and learning management questionnaire developed
by the researcher which focused on: 1. The instructor’s roles 2. Student readiness and 3. Teaching
and learning activities.; (3) The Critical Thinking Ability test developed by the researcher based on
the concepts of Dressel and Mayhew. Data was analyzed to find frequency, percentage, mean score,
standard deviation, correlation, t-test and F-test.

The findings show that the nursing students had a critical thinking ability at medium level
(44.33%). The fourth-year nursing students had the highest average scores of critical thinking ability
at 18.20 (45.5%) while the second-year nursing students had the lowest average scores of critical
thinking ability at 16.64 (41.6%). It was found that grade point average (GPA) was related to the critical
thinking ability of nursing studentswhile the factors of age and teaching-learning management were
not related to critical thinking ability. No difference was found between mean comparison factors
related to class level and critical thinking experience before and during study in the Bachelor of Nursing

Science Program.

Keywords: critical thinking, teaching and learning management, nursing students and bachelor of

nursing science program
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