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Current Situation in Dementia Syndrome on Older Person in Thailand:
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Abstract

Currently, Thailand has more than 229,100 older adult people with dementia with the
expectation for the population to increase to 400,200 people by the year 2020. After that, the rate of
dementia patients will rapidly increase in number. The negative impact will occur around the thread
and the problems will be difficult to circumvent, such as: disabilities as well as acute and long-term
dependency. This will directly affect families and relative caretakers. In the near future, Thailand

will face problems with the elderly care system for those with dementia because of the lack of
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specialized personnel for caring, health care system is also aimed at the hospital, and high cost for
treatment to care for dementia patients. This phenomenon will negatively affect the overall economy
of Thailand. This article focuses on the situation and problems of dementia in older persons which
is a health issue for the elderly and will explain the causes and risk factors of dementia which have
to be applied to prevent the backlog in managing people with dementia. Thai nurses have to
understand the trends on caring for the elderly with dementia. These are: nursing competency
preparation for caring for patients with dementia, building a health team for caring for patients with
dementia, prevention of dementia, dementia screening in older persons, caring for the elderly with
dementia when hospitalized, family care and community and caregiver of caring for dementia patients,
and health economics perspective for designing cost-effective care systems. This is a challenging time

for the future of Thai nurses, who care for patients with dementia.
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