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Strategies to Develop the Gerontological Nursing Competencies in Nursing Students
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Abstract

This research used mixed method aimed to explore strategies to develop competencies and investigate
feasibility of strategies to develop gerontological nursing competencies among nursing students at Boromarajonani
College of Nursing, Songkhla. The Implementation of this study had 2 stages. Stage 1: studying strategies to
develop competencies by collecting data with in-depth interviews from 9 experts. From this stage, content analysis

was employed. Stage 2: examining feasibility of strategies to develop identities by collecting data from 27 nursing
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instructors of Boromarajonani College of Nursing, Songkhla using simple random sampling. Instrument was
questionnaire developed from strategies to develop gerontological nursing competencies with .99 value of
Cronbachs’ Alpha Coefficient. The data were analyzed using the one sample t-test. The results found that strategies
to develop competencies included aspect of transferring policies to concrete mission, aspect of developing fields of
specialization, aspect of managing supporting resource for learning, aspect of developing environment and learning
atmosphere, aspect of integrating education provision, aspect of promoting academic learning, aspect of building
positive attitude, and aspect of building organizational culture. There were 18 out of 66 strategies to develop
gerontological nursing competencies among nursing students of Boromarajonani College of Nursing, Songkhla,
revealing feasibility of practice compare with significant levels at .001, .01, and .05. Therefore, development of
gerontological nursing competencies should be declared the college’s priority and participation in activities of

students and older adults should also be supported.
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