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Abstract
This cross-sectional descriptive study aims to assess the level of health literacy among residents in

areas with continuous rabies outbreaks in animals and reported human bite cases in Chuen Chom District,
95
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Maha Sarakham Province. The study was conducted using a questionnaire with a sample of 215 participants.
The study found that 90.2% of the respondents were female, and 61.8% were aged 51 years and older.
Regarding education, 75.3% had completed secondary school, vocational certificate, or diploma levels.
Overall, 38.6% of the participants had an insufficient level of health literacy, with decision-making skills
being the most problematic area. In terms of rabies knowledge, 49.8% had a moderate level, while 33.0%
had a very good level of understanding. Regarding rabies prevention behaviors, 67.4% demonstrated
excellent preventive practices. The most common source of rabies prevention information was healthcare
personnel (81.4%). The findings highlight the urgent need to enhance rabies-related health literacy among
the public. Public health agencies, in collaboration with relevant networks, should establish accessible and
accurate information databases. Recommendations: 1) Improve all five aspects of health literacy among
residents in high-risk areas; 2) Increasing rabies prevention campaigns in order to correct common
misconceptions about rabies, such as the belief that all rabid dogs are aggressive and that rabies is a curable

disease.
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Table 1  Characteristics of respondents (n=215)
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Table 2 Number and percentage of the sample classified by overall and each dimension of level of rabies health literacy
(n=215)
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Table 3 The number and percentage of the samples classified by the level of rabies prevention knowledge (n=215)
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Table 4 Number and percentage of correct response to each item measuring knowledge on rabies prevention (n=215)

anuzilasnulsafivaiain paugn
INU Jauaz
1. lsadiwgiathannsadezuldnudaiidesgnaeunnnsie 158 73.5
2. lsafiwgrizthdadathumeanmelaniannmslnagagie 50 23.3
3. maihga/uan 01y 2-4 Wau Wiuiaduilasiulsafivgiath 187 87.0
<) v @ a a @ v v
Wumstlasnumsiialsafivgizila
Al < a L v @ v v o aa
4. gthadulsafivgiahlianinsainmmeld dasdedionnne 86 40.0
5. gipndulsaivgiah asdunaldnneimsdesgHenne 153 71.2
6. AAn la nszlin annsofadalsnfivgiatile 149 69.3
7. @wmhianssage Imhnlumsilesiuauaulsefivgizthriy 73 34.0
8. Wagndainaniaduudnunalden Hehialsald uasiululsmenna 202 94.0
9. Winuazaniiasas mmsodaiadulsafivaivild 128 59.5
10. aghund sgmlisy adusngianmananumeiiaila sgmBunuineuzgiadmaiu - 191 88.8

T A= IR va o o v o
wazaeegenugianligusea Wumsnanideslilvgnia

4. wgdAnysnilasnulsaiiugiah

NENENIBEN o8z 67.4 Anganssnileeny
Tsafiwgiia agluszaufiann sa9a9an3agas 19.5
agluszaulid wazszauilunale Jawaz 12.1
(mswﬁ 5)

dlafinsanwgdnssuilasiulsafiuvaiionh
s1e9a wuwgdanssulumstiadia 3 §uwsn
Taun 1) Ty /wnasiauuanides 2) liuen

gifihasdadudeiions was 3) landu/edeu
dhemudnitgiia/unimasiuams

wodnsantlasiulsaivgiimhitlignda
Taehazuuuias 3 ddu loun 1) Tudesgiouwn
wuuddasieliuantu 2) Taliawnsaiia/wan th
auy SN waz 3) Iaugiu/wnaiEn 9
NINDAKDN (mswﬁ 6)

MmN 5 Mnudazsegazzasszaunginssnilesiulsafivgiizin (n=215)

Table 5 Number and percentage of the level of rabies prevention behavior (n=215)
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Table 6 Mean, and standard deviation of each item measuring rabies prevention behavior (n=215)
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Table 7 The number and percentage of respondents by sources of information on rabies prevention (n=215)
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