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Abstract

The purpose of this cross—sectional research was to study factors affecting rabies prevention behaviors
of pet owners in Phutthabat Subdistrict, Chon Daen District, Petchabun Province. The study sample included
a total of 302 pet owners. Questionnaires were utilized as a data collection tool. Data were analyzed using
stepwise multiple regression analysis. The results demonstrated that 62.25 percent of participants were female,
with mean age of 44.07 years (SD=10.68). Fifty percent of participants had primary education and their
mean income was THB 15,200 (SD=19,906.24). Rabies prevention behaviors were found to be at high
level of 61.26 percent. In addition, variables that are predictive of rabies prevention behaviors (R
Square=0.432) included income (b=6.259, 95% CI 2.541-8.583), being casual labor/employee
(b=-2.105, 95% CI -4.155-(-0.055)), being divorced (b=7.552, 95% CI 1.625-13.478), having
received information about rabies (b=4.470, 95% CI 1.500-7.439), receive information on radio/televi-
sion (b=-2.960, 95% CI -4.766-(-1.155)), receive news in newspapers (b=4.345, 95% CI 0.892-
7.799), voluntary registration of pets (b=-3.597, 95% CI -5.214-(-1.981)), adoption of stray animals
as pets (b=-3.660, 95% CI -5.322-(-1.998)), having purchased their own pets (b=3.900, 95% CI
0.823-6.978), pets getting vaccinated from government services (b=9.355, 95% CI 6.094-12.616), pets
getting vaccinated at home by mobile veterinary services unit (b=5.184, 95% CI 2.883-7.484), being
aware of the risk of rabies (b =0.397, 95% CI 0.223-0.570), and expectations of one’s own ability to
prevent rabies (b=0.397, 95% CI 0.225-0.570). The aforementioned variables have contributed to the
prediction of rabies prevention behaviors of pet owners by 43.2 percent. Based on findings from this study,
related agencies should actively provide rabies information to pet owners, promote the registration of pets,
and provide vaccination against rabies.
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