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Abstract

The author has conducted the retrospective epidemiological study of leprosy in Thailand in the Tenth
National Public Health Development Plan from 2007 - 2011, based on epidemiological and operational
indicators of the national programme on sustainable elimination of leprosy. Overall results revealed satisfac-
tory achievement of such programme according to established target of each indicator, particularly being able
to reduce 35.29 percent of prevalence with average annual reduction of 7.01 percent while reduction of
21.25 percent of detection rate on new case with average annual reduction of 4.25 percent was found. The

remaining number of 678 registered cases (prevalence rate of 0.11 per 10,000 population) and 280 newly
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detected cases (detection rate of 0.44 per 100,000 population) were also found at the end of 2011. In

addition, it was found that the programme was able to achieve leprosy free area in 8 provinces (10.39

percent) and 581 districts (60.71 percent) at the end of 2011. Furthermore, total 137 new cases were

detected among foreign immigrants which was 7.02 percent of total 1950 new cases found during these five

years. The author has made discussion on related factors and recommendation for better improvement and

achievement of the programme on sustainable elimination of leprosy for the next eleventh national public

health development plan from 2013 - 2016.
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