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Epidemiology of leprosy in Thailand after successful elimination of leprosy as a
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Abstract

The main objectives of this study were to evaluate trends of changing of epidemiology of leprosy in
Thailand after successful elimination of leprosy as a public health problem in 1994 towards sustainable
elimination of leprosy in 2012 up to 2016, together with to evaluate relating critical events and successful
factors. Research methods included an evaluative, quantitative, retrospective descriptive study by using
designed form for collecting data from any sources. Additionally, qualitative, participatory action research has
been also conducted by using open-ended questionnaire to be answered by 75 respondents who were related
administrators, leprosy experts, specialists and integrated health workers. Results revealed better changes of
epidemiological trends of results of leprosy control and elimination according to all related indicators from
1994 to 2012 and up to 2016. Together with any related critical events and successful factors, the study

results were strongly, confidentially and technically confirmed by all 75 respondents who also gave valuable
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suggestions in order to reach the goal of sustainable elimination and leprosy-free Thailand in 2023 as

targeted by the World Health Organization.
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