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Experience of Using Methamphetamine among Pregnant Women

Chotip Tangpant®, Pairaw klongnawang**, Sujitta Ritmontree***, Natika Rachaboot****

Abstract

This qualitative research has the objective to study the experiences of pregnant
women using methamphetamine. Key informants purposeful selection of pregnant women
who used methamphetamine during pregnancy. Who received services in a hospital in the
North east. The sample consisted of 10 pregnant women, ages 15-38 years. Data were
collected through in-depth interviews. Data were analyzed using thematic analysis. The
results found that pregnant woman first used methamphetamine at age 15 and continued
to use during pregnancy. By smoking method, quantity 3-5 tablets per time, frequency 2-3
times/week. Most of the places used are at home. Pregnant women perceive that using
methamphetamine makes them work longer and be happy. But it makes the body thin
rough, dry skin, blackened teeth, tooth decay, loss of image, restless, irritable, stressed,
lonely, sad, bored, paranoid, and admitted to being "addicted to methamphetamine" and
acknowledged that resulted in weight gain throughout pregnancy that was less than the
normal criteria, frequent labor pains, decrease fetus movement and has a miscarriage.
Therefore, relevant agencies should give importance to searching and screening for
substance used problems in pregnant women to provide comprehensive and effective care

and assistance.
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