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Abstract

The purposes of this research
were to study the format of community
radio based on legal, and the format
of community radio based on need of

people which would lead to the
development of community radio suitable
to Thai society.
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This research is a qualitative
research which collected data by 3
methods: 1) Documentary Research. This
was to study about the main concept in
community radio management and
formats of community radio in the
country and overseas. These data were
collected from books, articles, journals,
websites and researches;
2) In-depth Interview. These data were
from the formal interviews of three

relevant

sampling groups including government
officials, academics/specialists, NGOs/and
civil society. This was to find out the
main concept of community radio
management, factors of
problems and difficulties of people in
managing community radio, and also
format of community radio management
suitable to Thai society in aspects of
management, format of
programme contents, programme proportion,
income sources and standard of

relevant

structure,

techniques in monitoring community
radio management in Thailand; and
3) Focus Group. This is a discussion with
civil society/directors of community
radio from 4 regions including North,
Northeast, Central and South; specialists:
academics; and officers from the
Office of National Telecommunications
Commission.

The results from documentary
research are as follows: the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights 1948 made
many countries reformed their communication
to respond the rights of people in
communication and encouraged people
to participate in communication business.

Christian University of Thailand Journal

Vol.19 No.3 (September - December) 2013

The concept of community radio started
and was developed continuously in many
parts of the world including Europe, the
United States, Australia and some pilot
tests in Asian countries. Format and
process of community radio might be
similar or different in each country but
the same basic concept is people are
the owner and able to participate in
every level including management, policy
overview making, producing programme
and managing programmes. It aims for
providing services for public interests. In
Thailand, community radio stations have
been set up based on a purpose of the
Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand,
B.E. 2540, Section 40 (Today, B.E. 2550,
Section 47). Although it was not run
completely by the public and it faced
some difficulties, experiences and
information can be used for development
the community radio management.

Results from in-depth interview
and focus group found that main
concepts which are suitable for Thai
society are as follows : management must
be based on the concept and purpose
of the Constitution of the Kingdom of

Thailand, B.E. 2540, Section 40
(Today, B.E. 2550, Section 47) which
community radio must be operated by
people, for people and belong to people.
People must be able to participate in any
level of community radio management. It
must be operated not for any interests or
profits. It must be independent and free
from intervention by government,
political power, investors and business
groups.
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For the format of community
radio management, the research found
that the vital part of community radio
management is participation of people
especially when people become parts of
the committees, policy makers, planners,
producers, DJs and evaluators. Formats
and contents should be variety and
related to the local in order to respond
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people’s needs in terms of news and
information. The programmes should
encourage developing people’s quality
of life. Finally, it should have evaluating
and monitoring process between
government and professional organisations
by encouraging self-monitoring programme
which would be more efficient than from
the government only.
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