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Abstract

This correlational descriptive
research was to identify the demographic
characteristics, continual study need,
nurse practitioner competencies, and the
correlation among related-factors. The
samples consisted of 344 nurse practitioners
who work in Health Promoting Hospitals
under the sth Regional Health Services,
Ministry of Public Health. Data were collected
from January to April 2016, comprising of
demographic characteristics, nurse
practitioner competency assessment
including 8 components, 157 indicators.
The research instrument was presented
content validity index (CVI) at 0.87 and
Cronbach’s alpha at 0.983.

The research findings revealed
that the majority were female. The average
age was 42.92 years old,11.49 years old
for working experiences, and 11.49 years
old for working at primary care units. A half
of the nurse practitioners educated
continuing study (54.70%). Moreover, they
also request training program (51.20%),
higher education (26.20%). The overall of
mean scores of nurse practitioner
competencies were highly demonstrated

with 7 components. There was only a
management and research component
was showed a moderate level. The highest
rank of nurse practitioner competencies
was a health and illness management
component, whereas the lowest competency
was a management and research
component. Most of nurse practitioners
were perceived each of the component
at a high level. Furthermore, a few of
nurse practitioners stated at a moderate
level such as community health promotion,
local wisdom integration, research, and
research utilization in nursing development.
According to the correlation of studied
variables, there was no significance
correlation among related-factors and
nurse practitioner competencies.

The researcher suggests that the
Provincial Office of Public Health should
incorporate with educational institutein
providing training program and higher
education. Therefore, training program
should be addressed in human resource
development planning in order to increase
the current knowledge and skills.
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