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Effect of Brain Gym on Balance, Coordination, Cognitive and
Quality of Life in Elderly with Dementia*

Chananwan Wutthithanaphokhin**, Parichat Onongarj**, Panida Chaiming**

Abstract

Olders with dementia have brain functional abnormalities in learning, intellectual,
decision-making, and learning disabilities. Additionally, the ability to do activities of daily
living will be limited due to lack of coordinated motion, and balance. As a result, the
quality of life will be lower. A variety of motion patterns in brain management programs
show the effect to encourage nervous system in both hemispheres and stimulate the
brain learning process, movement pattern and coordination. Consequently, the body will
be able to function in a coordinated manner. Moreover, it helps enhance learning,
memory, strength and flexibility for the muscles in the body postural control system.
Furthermore, sensory stimulation, vision, vestibular and somatosensory systems resulted
from the program contribute to enhanced stability. This study aims to investigate the
beneficial effects of Brain Gym training on balance, coordination, cognitive performance
and quality of life of elderly people with dementia. Twelve participants with dementia
were recruited. All subjects were assigned to receive training intervention for 30-minute
sessions 3 times per week for 8 weeks. Balance, coordination, cognitive and quality of life
were evaluated befor and after the 8 weeks intervention. The results found that Brain
Gym training intervention produced significant improvements in balance, coordination,
cognitive function and quality of life (p = 0.003, p = 0.000, p = 0.000 and p = 0.000,
respectively. These results suggest that 8 weeks of Brain Gym training effectively improve

balance, coordination, cognitive and quality of life in elderly people with dementia.
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7 88 F 8
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10 90 M 24
11 81 M 14
12 82 M 23

Mean + SD 82.91 + 8.28 19.08 + 5.46

(mild dementia < 24, moderate dementia < 18, severe dementia < 9)
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A151991 2 LAAINANISIUS U UAZLUUYEY balance, cognitive, coordination Wag quality of
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Pre-training Post- training p - value
(Mean + SD) (Mean + SD)
Balance 45.08 +6.89 50.58 + 4.31 0.003*
Cognitive 17.08 + 3.70 22.83 + 3.09 0.000*
Coordination 3333 + 1.23 3591 + 0.28 0.000%
Quiality of life 63.25 + 9.78 95.33 + 14.43 0.000*

*Significant p < 0.05
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wadauosuduse mahdyaraliihasdunsldegedivszaniamunndu dwalfinisusu
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(Szuhany, KL., Bugatti, M., & Otto, MW., 2015; Jeffrey, A. Kleim., & Theresa, A. Jones, 2008;
Terry McMorris, 2016)

NNTNUNIUITTUNTIUNUIT BDNF ten1sdsiasunisiivlawadiazasnagaduszam
Tl (neuroplasticity)  wazifinuSunasiiomluvinaeauesiioafunisssuaamnust ns
m‘uqumiiﬁm mim?{aulm dauﬁﬁumaﬁqmﬁﬁa prefrontal cortex, caudate nucleus gy
hippocampus GﬁaLﬂuU%Lamﬁﬁﬂﬁmﬁiaﬂﬁﬁaui AINUAUAENITYINUVDIANBITLAUGY ADNTTAN
ABL ATIATIER NTdLATIER WATym nsdnaulauaznsaEudiaTy lnnshaues
aueafinaUszansnmiudussarvzaonnudenld warlupuiiiinzanendon wuindans
BDNF Iuﬂ%m1mﬁﬁmdmuﬁaumagﬂamwﬁ lido71 BONF e1afidrwdeadestunisinniie
dusdey wenaNtuLE? Tesudierves prefrontal cortex, hippocampus tag cingulate
cortex vhaudamfuileviAslastaniz (functional connectivity) Tussdufigenitneuauss
AonsUSTauDsEinLaNe (Terry McMorris, 2016 & MA, Q., 2008)


https://th.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E0%B8%81%E0%B8%B2%E0%B8%A3%E0%B8%A3%E0%B8%B9%E0%B9%89%E0%B8%84%E0%B8%B4%E0%B8%94
https://th.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E0%B8%AA%E0%B8%A1%E0%B8%AD%E0%B8%87
https://th.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E0%B8%81%E0%B8%B2%E0%B8%A3%E0%B8%A3%E0%B8%B9%E0%B9%89%E0%B8%84%E0%B8%B4%E0%B8%94
https://th.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E0%B8%84%E0%B8%A7%E0%B8%B2%E0%B8%A1%E0%B8%88%E0%B8%B3
https://th.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E0%B9%80%E0%B8%8B%E0%B8%A5%E0%B8%A5%E0%B9%8C%E0%B8%9B%E0%B8%A3%E0%B8%B0%E0%B8%AA%E0%B8%B2%E0%B8%97
https://th.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E0%B9%80%E0%B8%8B%E0%B8%A5%E0%B8%A5%E0%B9%8C%E0%B8%9B%E0%B8%A3%E0%B8%B0%E0%B8%AA%E0%B8%B2%E0%B8%97
https://th.wikipedia.org/wiki/Executive_functions
https://th.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E0%B9%80%E0%B8%99%E0%B8%B7%E0%B9%89%E0%B8%AD%E0%B9%80%E0%B8%97%E0%B8%B2
https://th.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prefrontal_cortex
https://th.wikipedia.org/wiki/Caudate_nucleus
https://th.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anterior_cingulate_cortex
https://th.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E0%B8%AA%E0%B8%A1%E0%B8%AD%E0%B8%87%E0%B8%81%E0%B8%A5%E0%B8%B5%E0%B8%9A%E0%B8%82%E0%B9%89%E0%B8%B2%E0%B8%87
https://th.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E0%B8%AA%E0%B8%A1%E0%B8%AD%E0%B8%87%E0%B8%99%E0%B9%89%E0%B8%AD%E0%B8%A2
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=Szuhany%20KL%5BAuthor%5D&cauthor=true&cauthor_uid=25455510
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=Bugatti%20M%5BAuthor%5D&cauthor=true&cauthor_uid=25455510
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=Otto%20MW%5BAuthor%5D&cauthor=true&cauthor_uid=25455510
https://th.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E0%B9%80%E0%B8%99%E0%B8%B7%E0%B9%89%E0%B8%AD%E0%B9%80%E0%B8%97%E0%B8%B2
https://th.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E0%B8%84%E0%B8%A7%E0%B8%B2%E0%B8%A1%E0%B8%88%E0%B8%B3
https://th.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E0%B8%81%E0%B8%B2%E0%B8%A3%E0%B8%A3%E0%B8%B9%E0%B9%89%E0%B8%84%E0%B8%B4%E0%B8%94
https://th.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prefrontal_cortex
https://th.wikipedia.org/wiki/Caudate_nucleus
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INN5ANBIVRY Ann-Kathrin R wagAue (2017) Wudmaen1sinnisvmsesa (balance
training) WUIIN1SNIIEUITUSAUAIINTY (memory) Uagn155u3ANdila (spatial cognition)
1neWUI1 balance training %lﬂﬂizéjumiﬁ’mwuaﬂ visual system, vestibular system and
somatosensory system @aiuanaN15N5 I lAglan¥YIun19nIEAU vestibular system GRING
ssuuiiezideuse medial-temporal lobe Wag parieto-temporal cortical #&s1AA1SHNNUING
mMswasusladasadauiion frontal and parietal waswndesnisudsuunlatagnsannsazdes
N3EAUNITNIIUYDY vestibular-visual  pathway 1Ufi hippocampus  waznuinngsaaniin
balance training 12 &Ua19 wuanUsz@nsnImAudig wag spatial cognition Aty uenanduds
aoAndBIfUUITETe Yaguez L wazamy (2011) FsAnwmanisilinuimsansssenisiuily
ﬁﬂwﬁé’alszjma% Tnefln Brain Gym 1w 2 $alussedunv Wusseziian 6 &Uav nansine
WulUsunsy Brain Gym anansaduasunisiusuiludedaluwesla

Han15Ein Brain Gym dagunismseinludgeengiisinnzausadon

N13MIVANNINTIIEENTTINUTINAUYeITEUUUSEAmMTUANLEN SEuuUsEam
i3 szuuvsvam uazszuulassienduile lnefosdUsznoufisnfudmiunismuguninss
yiiidtadl

1. asAUszneuduTinasans (biomechanical component) AifiBnSnasonisnsein
1$ur vumvasgiusesiu anuiwhvondile muBanduresndmie rusnvesndunie
auudusswendnuiie wazdrsnsnaeulmvedesie Wudy Limits of stability (LOS) Ae
Youlmviestasiiyanaannsadsuimisosgaguddisluiiemasinedle Taglsidenismsein
warlsifosviuiiiiteiAsumunisgiusesdu fufives LOS  fdnvauradiogulau luauund
firnsiasusuniagudtislldfosignfemeiunds Tuvasdimasuniuazsudng
annsadsusuvagaguédisluldunnnit ludgsengiifidrmunsiadeulmvsstewindiin
viedieudaveuvasnduiloseutouinanas avdmalsid LOS anas (WABusUMsangudasld
ffow) Metiuilognsuniunismssiudntos Asududedldnismainiedoudiundaves
gusessuiumssnuaunavesn snswin wazmniinisnevaussdiliawnsadrainlaviunand
wlduNINTIkaznaula

2. aqﬁﬂizﬂaumimgaﬂmLﬁ@%ﬂmamﬂa%ﬂmimﬁm (movement strategies) Yl
fumnanzaunavessNegnIuNIL Suneiinaitmandoulniiednwaunavesnisnsein
wUsldidu 3 sUuuundng Ao msusumansavinlaglddawin (ankle strategy) natstargnlfidled
miiumuammﬁmLﬁﬂﬁawamﬁmﬁﬁu%’m nsusunmInssilaglddeaglnn (hip strategy) nais
ﬁa}“aﬂiﬁaﬁaﬁmiiumuamaﬂ'am’mmm uaziRnduognsmniasnsuiunmssilagnising
i (stepping strategy) nadsfaggnldidedinissuniuaunaifuegraunnuassiaia auriile
nquidinadousenuen LOS $19medsdndudesiinnsnevausslagnisinaviniieruasy
gﬂuiamﬂ,‘wm failszuulszamasdenuiumnsaiienaislatuiuegfutladerialdun fia
yamaiedouiivesiiuin Usinauasanuiinesusafiinsuniunsnsein dnuvazvesiuiiionie
gIusesduiituey uardosdnluninndoulmuesudazyana Wusu ndandefiAsdosiunms
USunsevh Taun ndaniledrsusinamduasmtivios (paraspinal and abdominal muscles)
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nénilesoutewn (quadriceps and hamstrings) waznauilesaudiowin (tibialis anterior and
gastrocnemius)

3. Sensory strategies TUN135NW1AUAAYDINITNTINN TEUUUTEAMBIABNITYTUINIT
Joyaainszuusumnidn laun szuunisueaiiu (visual system) szuunaRuans (vestibular
system) WagsyUUNudUla (somatosensory  system) S¥UUNNTHBLTY (visual system) %’a;ga
PNnsReTiuTIEliaNmINU WuITEUIUTeRTEEd1BeTURINd BN uasTiAmensiAdouTes
Aswrludeaduimsfudannden wu Mdnedeudmvisiadousenaning szuunanuais
(vestibular system) syuviysenunsasusumwesiseludeduiusiuiusmss ay
wnussliudasveslan efezfumnuidniiizonin semicircular canal (SCO) MosmiAgIfuNg
LU%BULL‘UM@?’]&JLiQIUL%\‘in‘UE}Qaﬁ% TurauenyunIaiufsye SCC aglaensiUAsunlainis
indeulvvesisuzed1aTinsa @ otoliths (saccule uae utricle) MenuAEIFUNSWAEILUAY
aranssluidaduresisuy uazmislidayaifenfuufinsmosinenis (vertical orientation) oy
vandumisvesdsueludeduiudiuusadiudasestan otoliths nevauaslddrenisindeulna
9819903RTYE STUULIAAUANS aNNsaLENAMNUANANSIEINeNSieAeulITesIeNTe (self-
motion or egocentric motion) ﬁ’umsmﬁ'aulmsuaﬁmqﬁagjLnﬂa”am (exocentric motion) 16id
WAZIZUUNEFUNE (somatosensory  system) sxuvHarsenuRgIfURIue iAnianns
wndeulmvesimelagliuuisedeiugusesiu uagsenuauduiudseninsiumisvediu
sraq9a93en1e nssuideyalussuuiagiiuniand e dose nsfuduia wazusanmsiiy
Hanils laedl Golgi tendon organ wag muscle spindle Ju proprioceptor Tuvesdl cutaneous
ua tactile receptor ushunsduiauazusanaiiimislunnzunfaslsinuddyiudeya
Mnszuumedudalunsauaunimssinnnnitssuudug luvngiifinazendeteyasinnis
WoLALlUN T NANAAYBINTNTIVIININATY

4. Control of dynamic msmuammimwiﬂusumzﬁmim%ﬂm WAy
LAY mmzﬁﬁ%ﬂﬁsmwﬁﬁmm%’u%’aumﬂﬂdwmsagjﬁ’uﬁﬁm maﬂ%’umimqmLﬁa%’ﬂmau@a
LLagLﬁaiﬁi'wmaagﬂusﬁmeﬁmmzamé’mﬁuéﬁ’uﬁﬁmiimﬁﬁw

5. Orientation in space AIMNEINITAIUNTIARILNLIBIT N8N EaUFURWSAU
usdliueasvedlan Awwandon uasiufiinduda Wuesdusznoufiddylunisinuaunavesnis
ns9vi1 TuAuUnAssuuyszamasinisufuasuiunisvessanielaesaludfnuuiunves
Aanssufimdsiy LLazé’ﬂwmzamwLL’mé’a;muUﬂammaa%’U%gﬁﬁLmﬁq@i’jamwaqéwmﬂimé’w%q
funsslurisvaslanldognauiug szuutszamivdoyafrtuuufmssasiisnioriugdy
ToUAIN 4 Unas fie INTzUVLIEAYaTS (Tayavn otoliths receptors) syuUNIHBNU Toya
370 haptic sensor wag body graviceptor 1ag haptic sensor mangfie MFULBLARIUNITIU Ung
waeduaiung nMsnufiniuunudn nsldflendedatsfiunysn wieduldiviiung haptic
sensor NasaitayaiusyuUYTEaIm Wieldusufiunuminsaessinelaesredaiuituiag
ustald Bawuindeyaiifuvsslomilunsuuaunavesmansaitldd Tasomeludiddamnns
75387 d113U body graviceptor thy ﬁwﬁﬂgﬁu'jﬁzwﬂszmwﬁaaﬁaLﬁmﬁ’uumﬁuaqﬁ'}ﬁa (trunk
orientation) TnegnaBstuusdliiurisvadlaniuniaiudegiidiiiondn eraviceptor viail
foyatiusnanszuunaiyariuasmaneatiu Falufsafusumiseisey
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6. Cognitive processing mamuammimwhé’aamﬁi’amiﬁwmmmamaaﬁﬂu’ugqL?iwﬁ’aq
fumssuianuitila (cognition) Fudunszuiumsiidudouiiesduszneudessunisious
(learning) N1353&nla (recognition) A1 (memory) A3 uldla (attention) n1sasyniing
(awareness) T3ueAINEalUAS194RY (planning) n13adula (udgment) n1suAtlaym
(problem solving) uazd§uldsungfnssulimmisaunuanunisel ﬁiwmu'jwﬁﬂwﬁﬁﬂmm
sumsiuiuazanudile wu flhesalewes Sanuuansesnunismssiuaziinudssiens
vndugeninggeengunane 7.5 wh msideuln/Aanssuiidosnismsaiuaumsnssinaniedly
osfUsznavvaansiudanudle wu nsdeud auldle wagnsasemiing wndunailugae
(Funs d995mi, 2556)

FHefufgeengiiiinnraueadeundsanldumsiin Brain Gym nuinmavssiaituegng
fifodAymeadn esnluusagyiedauaiunisnseia Wy vih The elephant finigouile
Peunluiulnatnedie (adruadamisinunti) Besserlunsdiugie weugeenlunieniu
wii1 Mntunguuruinenafuguiey 8 luwsu Swfueiudsseluamuaudne adudis ms
U‘%mivhﬁﬁzhsﬂiw’jumiﬁ’musuam%guiu%aLﬂuﬁawﬁwaﬁzwnaﬁgm% (vestibular system)
dosanvueiivimeindasiinigBesdsusuaznyuisve auesivareiie vusiedeuln
ieudszam vestibulocochlear tasudyanauseannasdsdygyinsdinguigaduseay vestibular
Afuaves uagiiduloursdiddlufiaueadn (cerebellum cortex) TUmnal inferior cerebellar
peduncle mﬂﬁ?ul,ﬁuiwizmwmﬂﬂfjumjaa‘ﬂixmm vestibular dsdaalidinguisaduszam
YosameIad 3, 4, 6 way 11 Wemuaumsidsulmvesgnauazsi e sAswr Wl mudiiudiu
wazdiunadulouszamannnguaduszam vestibular dsluauauaffivaand uniioluns
nevaussiensiadeulesfisey diuaueadniléudyynlszamunanngueaduszam
vestibular 9zAIUANN1sIAdeUlmvessmMelFFuRusAUmumsvesAsey (Taes arming,
2550) M3UTITI foot flex fRlntslaislidewinnseguuiivesundndis loleuauim
Yos Fai Ta1n waznszanUanewinau — as 419 v the gravity slider @ﬂﬁquuLﬁwg fun 2 49
indumt (e wievniurdie) mntuden fufas Susuuluungiivanewin 3
wud 2 viltediuemsiavgy fiumslvadeulain ifisdunaedeulmuesdode dieduaiy
Uiz?ﬂm%mwmﬁﬁwmmaﬂﬂﬁjuﬂé’mﬁjmiaa (gastrocnemius  muscle) nanifonds (paraspinal
muscles) ndaifoseitn (hamstring muscles) waznduifoumienda (quadriceps muscles) ¥
U3¥T sit-up cross crawl fRnuaune Ussaiuile 2 elildfsue Mntusedsetenandts
1ldungidndne aduiusedidiendorendroliudiiiva iiddisfiuanuudussvesndy
n&sentiiias (abdominal muscles) ¥1u3ms the grounder ANnEusenineananiulidl
svezvhalsvanamieing Fulaewnentiuneiiuenn vasiidanedihdretnssludrmih o
amgoamdouiumelanen antumeladmdoutuiauuniuliing ssuasinnlieguurvu
¥ 3 ﬂ%’j@ﬁnﬂﬁuwﬁaumLﬂm’m%ﬂwdmﬁmﬁ’u ﬂﬂﬁﬁaaLﬁmmmuﬁwaaﬂdmé’ﬁmﬁam%‘mtﬂh
(quadrlceps muscles) ag ﬂammmuaﬂalﬂn (hamstring muscles) LLa”VI’]‘Uimi cross crawls
EJﬂLLsuumaaqmﬂUmumwaauaﬂmmwmwmmmlUmusmsJ yhadushaiu viritenszdunis
faredeansszninsauesisaesdn viliiAanmsrnuressmedndiswasdnvauszauduiug
i (coordination) Inga1dun155udeyaanseuu visual , vestibular wag somatosensory Tun1s
UFUMIMaNemEaIN1sQNIUNIUAILANNATBIINNTY (adaptive postural adjustment) ik
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amzauna drdudedasenglduimadulszdsdmalitasegiidanzaveadeudinnamsasiia
Y Fefuagifulddviimanistn Brain Gym Fruduaiunruudouss WueuBanguvesndy
nduiefiAatesiunammsai wasfiesnnisedeulmuesdess dwalivdnisiinnnsg
Fvasffgenngity

wan15iin Brain Gym dualun1sUszanuduiusvaandrudausunluggeosifinnng
aunaido

aoadn (cerebellum) 7 neocerebellum  vimtihiiuszanunuiafvaueslvg) iemua
nsUsvauIuYeInd e (muscle  coordinations) Tnetawzndnuievesuvunazan dunaluig)
(cerebrum) I neocortex muqumiv‘hmmmnﬁmﬁa HAEIZUU extrapyramidal Lﬁamuaumi
MauTeeadUsEaME NS (motor neurons) vashuduvdsdeinarilin1smsia (equilibrium) A
Refwasnduile (tone) uarmsndoulm (movement) Wilulnesuidey defudedameSanm
flaueadnaziine1nns incoordination of movement wiolifin1sUszauauvesndaniiovas
waeulm ynadsiauedugddlivinu nduiile flexor uaz extensor viongudus awlivsvauey
1 memmmimmmmﬂaumLﬁﬂ Wl suansfiiaunfiae Dysdiadochokinesia  Aan1s
wdeulmiisadesiuillly wu aide uavnnedeaduiuga sevilily wievilduidnas @de o3
Ta, 2530 waziag flaynn, 2561)

naenITenssil wmmmmﬂlmumiwﬂ Brain Gym ‘Lumaamwmm’;uamauaau WUl
miﬂﬁvmuﬁmwuﬁmaaﬂamLuamuamwuamﬂmmmm {09370 Brain Gym 18un15uUsMs
WUU mind-body exercise NM380NMMAINIYTINAUTENINTWMEAUIALR Jugnwaznswdeulmiidn
FosldaRlunsmuaunairdeulmvesssnmesandunisaruauaumela (breathing control) 3
fasiumunduswomnd e Wumsmsi anmufaaien duemudeusaeliiusme ns
indeulndaaiumaBsudifeafunmsussaudiniudiuszminm o (eye hand coordination) kag
dauTeIsIneT N denndosiunisAnuves Timothy CY Kwok wudiniseenfidsnenuy
coordination exercise %38n1589NM&INIBULUY mind-body exercise Fiufial gray and white
matters ﬁagju%nm prefrontal and temporal lobe Fan1seendanienuy mind-body
exercise Gzi’JEJLﬁaJ neurotransmitter  systems  afferent (norepinephrine,  serotonin,
acetylcholine)lﬂ‘ﬁ' hippocampus @walit hippocampal vauilszans amannty (Timothy,
CY, Kwok., KC, Lam., PS, Wong., WW, Chau., Kenneth, SL, Yuen., KT Ting., Elite, WK, Chung,,
Jessie, CY, Li., & Florence, KY, Ho. (2011).

WaNI3EN Brain Gym duaedLa3uAnNINGIn

msfanmamdin Talaslduuuussdiu Quity of life Huindesiiedianaiudsuutag
SEAUAMAINTIN UTENaUuaIuoIAUsENauvRIRMAINTIA 4 AU ABn1us19n1e (physical
domaln) AuIRLa ( psychologmal domain) AuANENNUEN19EIAL (social relationships) wag
FuAaInday (environment) fiviaviun 26 FaA1073 (533 26 — 130 AZILUL) AXWUUTI 26 - 60
Aziul A mAInTliR Aziuusiy 61 - 95 Axuuy TaanNTINNaN9 LAYATLLUTII 96 —
130 AZLUUY mmmwmmm nauidewuiilewSeuiisuneufundsin Brain Gym fgsengd
mumwmwmm TnereuflnAadenzuunyindu 6325 + 9.78 uasndannfinAadenziuy
Wiy 95.33 + 14.43 awiiuldindsanldsunisiin Brain Gym vildaunndinvesdasensfity
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