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Working Experiences of Advanced Practice Nurses

Songsamorn Suanchan* and Wasinee Wisestrith**

Abstract

Purpose: To describe working experiences of advanced practice nurses.
Design: The qualitative research using descriptive phenomenology.

Methods: The participants were 11 advanced practice nurses who were successful in their work.
They were recruited if they received award for best nursing practice and had nursing quality
improvement projects. Data were collected using interview guideline with in-depth interview

and audio record. The content analysis using Colaizzi method was applied to analyze data.

Findings: The meaning of working defined by advanced practice nurses were categorized
into 2 main aspects: 1) Management of care for patients and families to improve quality of care
and quality of life. This issue was divided into 2 sub-themes: Care management to improve
quality of life and development of the nursing system. 2) Integrated work, this theme included
6 sub-themes: 2.1) deep, extensive, and true knowledge, 2.2) use of evidence-based practice,
2.3) coordination with networks, 2.4) serving as consultant, instructor, and providing
suggestions, 2.5) daring to offer opinions, and 2.6) learning to create work. Working experi-
ences of advanced practice nurses were divided into 6 aspects: 1) working with love, dedication
and sacrifice for the benefit of the patients, 2) obstacles are challenges, 3) invaluable pride,
4) delightful when patient’s health get better, 5) opportunities in life, and 6) responsibility

without positions.

Conclusion: Findings from this study shed the light on working experiences of advanced
practice nurses. The findings provided necessary information for nursing administrators to
provide support in terms of remuneration and appropriate career ladder development

according to their roles, duties and responsibilities.
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