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Head Nurse’s Competency, Hospitals under the

Jurisdiction of Ministry of Defense
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Abstract
Purpose: To explore the dimensions of head nurse’s competency in hospitals under the
Jurisdiction of the Ministry of Defense.
Design: Descriptive research.
Methods: The sample of this study was its population consisting of 182 head nurses
in 40 hospitals under the Jurisdiction of the Ministry of Defense who had at least 1 year
experience in head nurse position. The head nurse’s competency questionnaire was
developed based on literature review. Its content was validated by 5 experts. Its
Cronbach’s alpha coefficient was .97. Data were analyzed using principal component
extraction and orthogonal rotation with varimax method.
Findings: The competencies of head nurse in hospitals under the jurisdiction of the
ministry of defense composed of 10 dimensions resulting in 66 items. It accounted for
62.04% of the variance. They were: 1) attribute of military nurse, 2) management, 3) nursing
practice, 4) informatics skill, 5) self-control and understanding, 6) ethics, 7) management of

nursing quality, 8) problem solving, 9) research, and 10) coordination.

Keywords: Head nurse’s competency/Hospitals under the Jurisdiction of the Ministry of

Defense
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