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Mediating Effect of Uncertainty in lliness on
Relationship between Perception of Child’s lliness
Severity, Education, Social Support, and Parental
Anxiety of Children Admitted to Pediatric

Intensive Care Unit

Maneerat Maipimai”, Sudaporn Payakkaraung** and Apawan Nookong***

Abstract
Purpose: To examine the mediating effect of uncertainty in illness on the relationship
between the perception of the child’s illness severity, education, social support, and parental
anxiety of children admitted to the pediatric intensive care unit.
Method: Descriptive study.
Design: The samples were 118 parents whose children were admitted to the pediatric
intensive care unit within 3 days selected by convenience sampling. Data were collected
using 1) demographic data form, 2) the state anxiety scale, 3) perception of uncertainty
in illness scale, 4) perception of the child’s illness severity scale, and 5) social support
questionnaire. Their Cronbach’s alpha coefficients (items 2, 3, 5) were .88, .79, and .89,
respectively. Baron & Kenny’s method (1986) was used to examine mediating effect of
uncertainty in illness.
Findings: It was found that uncertainty in illness mediated the relationship between social
support and parental anxiety. However, uncertainty in illness did not mediate the relationship
between the perception of the child’s illness severity, education, and parental anxiety.
Conclusion: Nurses should develop a program to reduce uncertainty in illness for parents
of children admitted to the pediatric intensive care unit. This will help reduce parental

anxiety.
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