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Factors Associated with Language Development

in Toddlers

Wannasiri Promwichai*, Nujjaree Chaimongkol**, and Yunee Pongjaturawit**

Abstract

Purpose: To examine factors associated with language development in toddlers.
Design: Predictive correlational research.

Method: Subjects were 97 caregivers who brought their toddlers to well child clinics of
district health promoting hospitals in Chon Buri province. A multi-stage random sampling
technique was used to recruit the subjects. Data were collected using demographic record
form, a child temperament questionnaire, and a screening tool for toddler’s language
development. Data were analyzed using descriptive statistics, Chi-square test, and binary

logistic regression.

Findings: Child gender (boy) and average of 2 hours or more per day for watching television,
video, or computer game were significantly associated with suspected language developmental
delay (}C2 = 1850, p <.001 and )(2 =6.48, p <.05). Additionally, being a boy was 6 times more
likely to have delayed language development than same age girls (OR = 6.26, Cl = 2.38-16.47).

Conclusion: Toddler boys were more likely to have delayed language development than
same age girls, especially in those who watched television, video, or computer game 2 hours
or more per day. Nurses and child health care providers should advise parents on how to

promote appropriate language development especially among boys.

Keywords: Language development/Toddler/Boys/Average hours per day of watching

television, video, or computer game
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