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Abstract

Purpose: 1) To compare self-management behavior for asthma attack prevention among
school-age children with asthma before and after receiving the discharge planning program,
and 2) to compare self-management behavior for asthma attack prevention of school-age
children with asthma between those who received the discharge planning program and those

who received routine nursing care.
Design: Quasi-experimental research.

Method: Subjects consisted of 40 school-age children with asthma, aged 7-12 years, who
were admitted to in-patient department, Suratthani general hospital. They were first assigned
into the control group and followed by the experimental group, 20 subjects in each group.
They were matched by age and sex. The experimental instruments included the discharge
planning program, case simulation and asthma practice guideline manual. Data were collected
using the self-management behavior for asthma attack prevention questionnaire. All instru-
ments were verified for content validity. Reliability of the questionnaire was .87. Data were

analyzed using frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation and t-test.

Findings: 1) The self-management behavior for asthma attack prevention of school-age
children with asthma after receiving the discharge planning program was better than that
before receiving the program at a significant level of .05. 2) The self-management behavior for
asthma attack prevention of school-age children with asthma receiving the discharge planning

program was better than those receiving routine nursing care at a significant level of .05.

Conclusion: Discharge planning that used the case simulation and asthma practice guideline
manual is an effective nursing intervention for promoting self-management behavior of the

school-age children.

Keywords: Discharge planning program/Self-management behavior/School-age children with asthma
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