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Abstract

Purpose: To examine the influence of attitude, subjective norm, and perceived behavior

control on medication adherence in patients with coronary artery disease (CAD).

Method: Descriptive predictive study.

Design: The sample consisted of 78 CAD patients who had been treated at an outpatient

department of the Queen Sirikit Heart Center, Khonkean. Data were collected using a

demographic questionnaire, attitude towards medication adherence questionnaire, subjective

norm regarding medication adherence questionnaire, perceived behavior control regarding

medication adherence questionnaire, and the medication adherence report scale. Their Cronbach’s

alpha coefficients were .74, .93, .89 and .70, respectively. Data were analyzed using percentage,

mean, standard deviation, and Logistic regression analysis.

Findings: Attitude, subjective norm, and perceived behavior control could explain 17% of

the medication adherence variance in patients with coronary artery disease (Nagelkerke

R2 =.170). Only perceived behavior control was a significant predictor of medication adherence

(B =-.199, p = .032).

Conclusion: Nurses should assess factors affecting medication adherence in patients with

coronary artery disease in order to establish a plan to increase medication adherence.

Keywords: Medical adherence/ Attitude / Subjective norm / Perceived behavior control/

Coronary artery disease
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