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Integration of Gender Mainstreaming in Tuberculosis

Treatment: Experience from Health Care Providers

Kunakorn Kanchawee’, Pimpawun Boonmongkon™, Soiboon Saithon

Ronnapoom Samakkeekarom™ ", Somkiat Sornprasit” and Thomas E. Guadamuz

Abstract

Purpose: This study is conducted to study healthcare providers’ experiences which applied gender
mainstreaming in Tuberculosis (TB) Treatment.

Design: Participatory action research (PAR).

Method: The informants participating in this study include 78 healthcare providers in total, who have
had experiences with giving health cares to TB patients. These healthcare providers were selected through
a purposive sample technique from public hospitals in 5 provinces. Tools used for collecting data in this
study involve observations, in-depth interviews, and focus groups. Open coding is used as a key method
in the stage of data analysis.

Findings: Healthcare providers’ experiences based on gender mainstreaming in giving health cares to TB
patients can be grouped as follows; 1) experiences with using gender analysis upon their home visit to
TB patients, 2) experiences with using gender analysis in the relation between healthcare providers and
TB patients, which help the healthcare providers exercise less power with the patients and, on the
contrary, patient empowerment, 3) experiences with mainstreaming gender with community service to
reduce stigma upon TB patients in the community and 4) experiences with using gender mainstreaming
in providing health care services to TB patients.

Conclusion: This study shows that gender mainstreaming into Tuberculosis treatment and care is significant
because its process helps health providers to clearly understand differences in patients’ needs and
limitations and be able to design appropriate and effective treatment plan. It is recommended that
health providers should apply mainstreaming gender approach into nursing care for Tuberculosis patients
as well as other types of patients
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