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Abstract

Thailand has accepted the death related COVID-19 infection is death by natural causes and
practiced to not do an autopsy. Since no completed autopsy report, this systemic review has performed
the empirical data of completed autopsy findings in autopsies of confirmed COVID-19. Two hundred and
nineteen cases ranged in age from 19-100 years from eight studies were included. Almost 90% of cases
had underlying diseases including cardiovascular diseases, arterial hypertension and chronic lung disease.
The most common pathologic findings were heavy lungs, pulmonary edema and pulmonary embolism.
The most common histopathology finding was diffuse alveolar damage (DAD), whereas other organs
represented the chronic diseases or hemodynamic changes. However, the inflammatory infiltrate in various
organs were described. Furthermore, microthrombi was also found in extrapulmonary organs such as
heart, kidney and brain. These findings suggested that COVID-19 infection might be increased risk of
systemic inflammatory response, coagulopathy and thrombotic. In conclusion, DAD and evidences of

thromboembolism in multiple organs are the main findings in autopsies of COVID-19 patients.
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