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The Great Traveler

This group picture of His Majesty King Rama V (seated in the center) was taken during his visit to
the Taj Mahal in India in 1872 (four years after his coronation).
(Bangkok Post picture, November 15, 2003)
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Tourism Medicine
Somchal Bovornkitti, MD, FRCP
The Academy of Science, The Royal Society of Thailand
Abstract

Thailand, with her sophisticated culture and genuine natural environments, has provided a big portion
of the government’s income through its tourism business. In order to prioritize this benefit, the authorities
concerned must sustain the popularity of tourism by energetic means. And while the safety of visitors is the
most important, the responsible section must provide the information on all kinds of hazardous incidences in
the areas, including epidemiology of diseases, dangerous creatures and foods, and accidental predispositions
in special areas. This has become the role under tourism medicine, or, more coverage through travel medicine,

to be achieved under the umbrella of preventive medicine, as well as all branches of clinical practices.

Keywords: tourism medicine, travel medicine
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