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Abstract: Asbestos in ASEAN Countries

The Conference on Medical Status of ASEAN Countries held in Chiang Mai, Thailand on July 28
and 29, 2016 disclosed that of the 10 ASEAN countries, only Singapore had prohibited the importation
of asbestos for industrial use since the late 1980s; the other nine countries continue to import and
consume chrysotile asbestos. It is interesting that all ASEAN countries had not or seldom diagnosed asbestos-
related diseases; Thailand did report few cases of asbestosis and a number of mesothelioma cases with

controversial etiologies.

Keywords: asbestos, Chrysotile, ASEAN countries, asbestos-related diseases, asbestosis, mesothelioma
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